General Meeting
East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association and Town Watch 
Date:  Monday, September 11, 2006
Location:  John-Nicholas Caterers, Inc. 1840 South Camac Street, Phila., PA  19148

Proceedings:
1.	Meeting called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Joseph F. Marino, Interim Chair, Governance Committee.

2.	 Moment of Silence observed to remember victims of the September 11, 2001 Terrorist attacks.

3.	Darren Fava presents Organizing Committee Highlights:
a.	Formation of association began approximately 18 months ago with the issues on the 1100 block of Emily Street;
b.	At one time, the church parishes were strong in maintaining a strong neighborhood cohesiveness;
c.	Discovered there were other civic associations thriving in many South Philadelphia neighborhoods but no association represented the areas from Tasker to Snyder; and Broad to 9th Streets;
d.	Town Watch training essential to get recognition and money from the City
e.	Led to first, general meeting held on Tuesday, July 11, 2006 – 7:00 p.m. at John-Nicholas Caterers, Inc., 1840 South Camac Street, Philadelphia, PA  19148.
f.	The Organizing Committee met on Tuesday, July 25, 2006 and five de facto committees were formed with interim chairs appointed.

4.	Joseph F. Marino calls the five de facto, interim chairs to the floor to present a summary of their findings:

5.	Zoning Committee:  Carol DiGirolamo, Interim Chair for the Zoning committee held two meetings.  Zoning Committee would represent the voice of the neighborhood and be politically neutral.

6.	Governance:  Joseph Marino, Interim chair, Governance committee reports his group met twice and used other civic association’s bylaws as well as mock bylaws provided by the city as a template for the association’s constitution and bylaws.  Crystal Fritsch, pro bono attorney for the association provided legal guidance and prepared the forms for filing the articles of incorporation with the state and reviewed the paperwork for the association to obtain an EIN number.  The association will have 501c(4) status.  Because of its 501c(4) status, the association must meet on neutral ground.  Possible sites for future meetings are: a) Tolentine Community Center; 1025 Mifflin Street; Philadelphia, PA  19148; 215-389-0717; b) Neumann-Goretti; 1736 South 10th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19148; 215-465-8437; and c) St. Agnes Continuing Care Center; 1900 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA  19145; 215-339-4100.  St. Agnes has best facilities and may be able to provided discounted or free parking.  Meetings of the association to be held at St. Agnes on the first Monday of each month.

7.	Block Captains:  Maura Sostack, Interim Chair for block captains reports her group met on Monday, August 14, 2006 and decides duties of block captains to include: organize block parties; serve as a “welcome wagon” to new residents within the boundaries of the association; be part of clean and green or beautification activities; assist people on their blocks with special needs such as elderly and physically challenged; and be the “ambassador” between the civic association and the neighborhood.

8.	Town Watch:  Robert Rivett, Interim town watch co-chair along with Kathy Caponigro, report that at their Tuesday, August 15, 2006 meeting, the following four points were discussed:  town watch to assist with crime watch activities; be a visible presence in the neighborhood; link between the police and the neighborhood; and become a fixed, visible presence in the neighborhood but not a ‘vigilante’ group.

9.	Clean and Green/Beautification:  Tim Lidiak, Interim Chair, talks about two challenges:  trash and lack of green and open space.  Announces the committee decides to hold a neighborhood clean-up: on Saturday, October 21, 2006, the Clean and Green Committee will clean McKean Street, from Broad Street through to 9th Street.

10.	Debate and Vote on Association’s Legal Name:  Joseph Marino asks the members present to vote on one of two proposed names:  East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association and Town Watch or Passyunk Crossing Civic Association and Town Watch.  

Peggy Quirk motions to adopt East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association and Town Watch as association’s legal name.  Mark Brown seconds the motion.

Millie Ruffino motions to adopt Passyunk Crossing Civic Association and Town Watch as association’s legal name.  Anna Pittman seconds the motion. 

Roger Bruno moves to close nominations for legal name.
Josephine Cardillo seconds the motion.

Vote:  by a show of hands, 58 members vote for East Passyunk Crossing; 54 members vote for Passyunk Crossing.

Majority vote wins:  Legal Name:  East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association and Town Watch.

11. 	Debate on Legal Boundaries of Association:  Joseph Marino states boundaries need not be permanent and can be changed, even if voted on tonight.  There was some discussion of whether the association’s boundaries should go as far east as Moyemensing Avenue and to include the north side of Tasker; west side of Broad; east side of 9th Street and the south side of Snyder.  Joseph Marino asks for a vote on keeping the boundaries to both sides of Tasker, Snyder, Broad and 9th Streets and to keep the boundaries as general and flexible as possible.  Joseph Marino calls for motion on boundaries.

Natalie Olson motions to vote on boundaries to include both sides of Tasker, Snyder, Broad and 9th Streets.

Eileen Siponi seconds the motion.

Vote:  by a show of hands, all but three members vote for the boundaries to be Tasker to Snyder, Broad to 9th Street.

Majority vote wins:  Legal Boundaries: Tasker to Snyder, Broad to 9th Streets.

12.  Nominations for Board of Directors:  Joseph Marino explains there are to be five officers:  President, Vice President, Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary and Treasurer; Five Standing Committee Chairs:  Zoning, Beautification, Public Safety, Membership and Community Relations; and Five At-Large Members.
Lisa Shiota nominates a slate of 15 names and places them in nomination for positions on the Board:
Katie Brady; Josephine Cardillo; Pedro Concepcion, Jr., Bill Cowen; Shawn Doyle; Darren Fava; Tim Lidiak; Christine Leuzzi; Joseph Marino; Rob Rivett; Millie Ruffino; Theresa Simmonds; Rob Slack; Maura Sostack; D’Arcy Webb.

Joseph Marino stepped down as chair of governance and turned the meeting over to Crystal Fritsch, the association’s attorney.

Elaine Vanderputte nominateds Peggy T. Quirk;
Millie Ruffino seconds the nomination.

Maryann Donnelly nominates Anna Pittman;
Robert Taylor seconds the nomination.

Carol DiGirolamo nominats Roger Bruno; 
Roger Bruno declined the nomination.

Catherine Yai-Wen Lee nominates Margaret Smith;
Linda Harris seconds the nomination.

Sam DiGiovani nominates Barbara Triolo;
Scott Collier seconds the nomination.

Mark Brown motions to close nominations; 
Lana Bradley seconds the motion.

13.	Explanation of need to elect Board of Directors as soon as possible:  Joseph Marino explains that in order for the association to move forward it must have an adopted set of Corporate Bylaws.  Attorney Crystal Fritsch states that in order for the association to protect itself, it must be incorporated and the first step is to file the articles of incorporation with the State and that the association cannot do that without an elected Board of Directors.  Ms. Fritsch explains that once elected, the association can move to vote on the Bylaws.  Peggy Quirk thanks both Mr. Marino and Ms Fritsch for their explanation of the procedures; there are strength in numbers and to asks that members proceed to vote for the slate of 15 nominated by Lisa Shiota with one change:  Anna Pittman replaces Christine Leuzzi.
14.	 Election of Slate of 15:  Roger Bruno motions to elect the Slate of 15; Anna Mae Colangi seconds the motion. Crystal Fritsch asked for a vote for the 15 members.  By a show of hands, the slate of 15 elected.  The 15 elected, in alphabetical order, are:
Katie Brady
Josephine Cardillo
Pedro Conception, Jr.,
Bill Cowen,
Shawn Doyle
Darren Fava
Tim Lidiak
Joseph F. Marino
Anna Pittman
Rob Rivett
Millie Ruffino
Theresa Simmonds
Rob Slack
Maura Sostack
D’Arcy Webb

15.	Announcement to vote for Bylaws:  Joseph Marino announces that on Monday, September 18, 2006, members may come to the Tolentine Community Center, Tolentine Community Center; 1025 Mifflin Street; Philadelphia, PA  19148; 215-389-0717 and vote for the passage of the bylaws.  Members must bring some form of identification:  valid PA Driver’s license, passport or a significant bill such as a Philadelphia Water Department, PECO or PGW gas bill to show proof of residency within the boundaries adopted by the association.  At that time, members will then receive a ballot to vote for the bylaws and a registration form for membership. Attorney Crystal Fritsch stated that one must be at least 18 years old to vote.  Copies of the proposed bylaws were passed out to members to take home and read before the vote on Monday, September 18, 2006.

16.	Announcement of next general meeting of the East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association and Town Watch:  Joseph Marino announced that the next general meeting will be at:
 Location:  St. Agnes Continuing Care Center
1900 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA  19145
215-339-4100
Date:  Monday, October 2, 2006
Time:  7:00pm
17.	Announcements:  Arthur Potts, Trainer/Recruiter for Operation Town Watch; Municipal Services Building, Room 680; 1401 John F. Kennedy Blvd, Philadelphia, PA  19102; 215-686-1454, congratulates the members of the Association and states that on Tuesday, September 26, 2006 there are buses departing Philadelphia travelling to Harrisburg to meet with state legislators to discuss gun violence and to rally to remove handguns from the streets.  Mr. Potts askes anyone interested to talk with him at the end of the meeting.  
Darren Fava askes that anyone with specific community concerns to fill out an “Incident Report Form” and to return forms to him or to any Board member.  Depending upon the concern, the issue would be referred to the relevant committee.

18.	Motion to Adjourn:  Scott Collier motions to adjourn meeting; Barbara Triolo seconds the motion. Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm

Respectfully submitted:


Maura Sostack
Recording Secretary
East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association

