General Meeting of the
East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association and Town Watch 
Date:  Monday, October 2nd, 2006
Location:  Auditorium of St. Agnes Hospital, 1900 Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA  19148

Board Members:
Present: Katie Brady, Josephine Cardillo, Pedro Conception, Bill Cohen, Darren Fava, Joseph F. Marino, Anna Pittman, Robert Rivett, Millie Ruffino, Theresa Simmonds, Robert Slack
Absent: Shawn Doyle, Tim Lidiak, Maura Sostack, D'Arcy Webb.
Quorum present:  Yes.
Proceedings:
	Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Darren Fava, Co-Chair.
	Last month's meetings were amended and approved.  
	Co-Director Darren Fava announced the official address of the East Passyunk Crossing website.  The address will be http://www.epcrossing.org.
	Co-Director Joe Martino made a MOTION that minutes from general sessions be distributed at the subsequent general session for review (draft minutes may be available beforehand on the Association website).  Motion seconded and adopted by acclamation.

Executive Report, by Co-Director Darren Fava:  
	Co-Director Darren Fava described efforts to contact local political leaders.  Both Councilman James Kenney and Councilman Frank DiCicco have been contacted.  State Senator Vincent Fumo has expressed an interest in meeting with Board of Directors.  

Zoning Committee Report, by Committee Chair Millie Ruffino:  
	No determination is yet available for a property at 12th Street and Emily St - aka The Fox Building.  The owner had requested the building be used for six separate commercial purposes, including a supermarket.  Several neighbors have expressed objections to this property use.  A zoning hearing will be held on October 10th, at 9:30am, 17th Floor of 1515 Arch Street.   
	Co-Director Darren Fava reported on a zoning request for a church located on 13th Street between McKean St. and Snyder Ave.  The church wishes to expand into a neighboring building it had purchased, hoping to create a space for meetings and Sunday school.  Darren Fava mentioned that some reports suggest the church wishes to add a second floor to this adjoining property.  According to At-Large Board Member Theresa Simmons, a continuance has been granted on this matter at the request of Councilman Frank DiCicco’s office.  A hearing has been scheduled for Novermber 6th. 
	Co-Director Darren Fava made a call for to the general membership for volunteers to handle zoning matters—especially individuals with experience in zoning matters.  

Governance Report, by Committee Chair Joseph Marino:  
	Articles of incorporation have been submitted and approved by the State of Pennsylvania.
	Efforts at filing for an Employee Identification Number (EIN) are ongoing.  The Governance Committee has not yet decided which nonprofit subsection of the tax code East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association best falls under.  501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) have slightly different applications.  Joseph Martino expects a determination to come shortly. 
	Efforts to write protocols for the Board of Directors are ongoing.
	Joseph Martino reported that the Governance Committee is undergoing some discussion about selecting Wachovia bank as the Association’s financial service provider.  This item was tabled for future discussion.
	A Notice of Incorporation will shortly be filed in local print media, including The Daily News and The Legal Intelligencer.   Such notification is required 
	In order for the association to receive board insurance, a three year operating budget must be generated.  The Governance Committee is currently projecting likely costs for the next three years to create a budget.

Clean and Green Committee Report, by At-Large Member Pedro Conception, Jr:
	An inaugural neighborhood clean-up day will be held October 21st.  Neighbors are encouraged to meet at 9th and McKean St. at 10:30am.  McKean St. will be cleaned from 9th Street to Broad Ave.  Refreshments will be served.  
	Co-Chair Darren Fava reported that the Clean and Green Committee is discussing choosing at random a different section of the neighborhood each month for concentrated cleaning.

Community Relations Report, by Committee Chair William Cohen: 
	The following subcommittee positions were announced: D'Arcy Webb, Political Liaison; Mike Kimmel, Business Liaison; Katie Brady, Web Administrator.
	Support was requested for an upcoming event, Piazza on Passyunk.  The Civic Association contributing to this community event by offering a bocce demonstration; a group of elderly neighbors are going to teach attendees how to play bocce.  The membership was asked to help get the word out.
	A master news release has been completed and will be soon sent to local media.
	A call for volunteers was issued, requesting those interested in helping the Association’s promotion efforts to contact William Cohen.  
	Next meeting of the Community Relations Committee: October 28th, 10:00am.  Location to be determined.

Membership Report, by Committee Chair Josephine Cardillo:
	The current membership of the East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association is 117 members.
	The next meeting of the Membership Committee will be held on Friday October 26th at 7:00pm at Rosalena’s restaurant (1600 block of Passyunk Avenue).

Public Safety Report, by Committee Chair Robert Trivett:
	Current Town Watch membership is 30 individuals—with a goal of 100 individuals trained for Town Watch.  A two session training series is being offered for individuals wanting to join Town Watch.  Participants in Town Watch must attend both sessions.  Part one of the training will be held October 5th between 7:00pm and 8:30pm.  Part two will be held on October 12th between 7:00pm and 8:30pm.  Each training will be held at the 3rd District Police Headquarter at 11th St. and Wharton Ave.
	The next meeting of the Town Watch will be held on October 10th between 6:30pm and 8:00pm at the Tolentine Community Center.  Discussion of rules and protocols will take place.
	The Public Safety Committee is discussing launching Town Watch activities the week of October 16th to the 23rd.  Committee members feel it is important that Town Watch be functioning on "Mischief Night."    

Other Business:  
	Announcement of fundraising plan: Co-Director Darren Fava noted that D'Arcy Webb is developing a fundraising plan.  Darren Fava reminded members that until the Association is recognized as a non-profit agency, it will not be able to accept tax-deductible donations.  Co-Director Joseph Martino clarified that, though not tax-deductible, donations are welcome and needed.
	Announcement of Cavaliere Foundation fundraising opportunity: Co-Director Joe Martino announced the date of Cavaliere Foundation Fund concert, a local fundraising group whose organizers agreed to share some ticket sales proceeds with the Association.  The Civic Association will receive $3 for every $15 ticket sold.  These tickets are tax deductible.  Featuring the Belle Canto singing group, the program will consist largely of opera favorites and patriotic songs.  Members are urged to see Joe Martino if they wish to attend or sell tickets.  
	Announcement of possible presentation from the Philadelphia Corporation for Aging: Co-Director Joseph Marino reported that the Philadelphia Corporation for Aging has requested an opportunity to present to the general membership about services available for seniors in our neighborhood.

Motion to Adjourn: Co-Chairs MOTIONS to adjourn meeting; motion seconded.  Meeting adjourned 7:45pm.

Respectfully submitted:


Maura Sostack
Recording Secretary
East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association

