
DRAFT
General Meeting 
East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association and Town Watch 
Monday, June 4, 2007
St. Agnes Continuing Care Center
1900 Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA  19145

Present:  Sarah Ausprich, Katie Brady, Jo Cardillo, Bill Cowen, Shawn Doyle, 
Darren Fava, Mike Kimmel, Joseph F. Marino, Robert Rivett, Ruffino, Theresa Simmonds, Rob Slack, D’Arcy Webb

Absent: Tim Lidiak

Joseph F. Marino called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm.  He requested a change in the agenda to move the Order of the Day—the Block Captain Presentation and refreshments—to the end of the meeting.  Rosalie Simino moved to approve the agenda with stated change.  Darren Fava seconded the motion.  

Mr. Marino submitted corrections to April’s minutes, correcting the names of Carol Di Giordano and Nettie Di Florio.  Darren moved to approve the minutes with changes; Millie Ruffino seconded the motion.  Motion was unanimously approved by acclamation. 

Officer Reports
Co-Chair Joseph F. Marino
Governance Activities
Chaired May Bd. of Directors meeting
Submitted grant application to Philadelphia Activities Fund, Inc.  (Councilman DiCicco)
Completed processing PA State Tax Exemption paperwork

Standing Committee Outreach
Attended Public Safety Anti-Crime Event 6/2
Attended Community Relations meeting 5/29
Attended Clean and Green Committee meeting 5/21
Attended Mifflin Street Clean-up 5/19
Attended Planning and Zoning Committee meeting 5/30
Routine postings to EPX website for Communications sub-committee

Neighborhood Outreach
Staffed EPX Spring Thing
Approached BID businesses for Summer Wine Tasting events
Attended Community Fundraiser at St. Nick’s 5/19

General
Meeting with Michele Gambino, new Executive Director East Passyunk BID


Co-Chair Darren Fava
Mr. Fava solicited feedback from Spring Thing vendors, which was largely positive.  Mr. Fava continues to pursue the intention to produce a paper newsletter to be distributed to households this September.  A fundraising/events committee is in the works, and Mr. Fava is soliciting for volunteers to serve on this committee.

Recording Secretary D’Arcy Webb
Board of Directors protocols are finished, and Ms. Webb presented the binder to the general membership for perusal.  The protocols are instructions on how the board should conduct itself and its business.

Corresponding Secretary Rob Slack
Nothing to Report

Treasurer Millie Ruffino
Spring Thing grossed $1461.00.  Expenses were $540.00  EPX netted $921.00.  With additional donations given to support the Spring Thing endeavor, EPX now has $2800.00 in its bank account.

Committee Reports
Beautification Tim Lidiak, Sarah Ausprich reporting
Street Clean-up is scheduled for this Saturday starting at 12th and Snyder at 10 AM.  12th Street will be cleaned from Snyder to Tasker Streets.  Ms. Ausprich noted that thirty-one trees were planted along Passyunk Avenue.  Thanks go to EPX member Jeff Goldman for all his efforts.  The landscaping at the Passyunk Avenue gateway is being replanted; the soil will be replaced and new flowers put in.  The soil contained an excess of clay.  Signs will be made for the landscaping with EPX’s name on them.

Mr. Goldman has a list of tree recipients for the fall; a few applications are still available.  

Community Relations Bill Cowen
Mr. Cowen thanked the general membership for its support of the organization’s first fundraising event.  It was a major success for a first event.
	T-shirts have been ordered and will soon be for sale.  They are due to come in any time now.  T-shirts will raise visibility and heighten awareness of EPX and its efforts, particularly if worn during clean-ups.  Price is to be determined.

Two social events are being planned for the summer; a happy hour/wine tasting at Paradiso Restaurant on Passyunk Avenue will take place on Tuesday, July 17 from 7-9 pm.  EPX will profit from 1/2 the door proceeds.  Cost for the event is $10 plus any wine or liquor purchased.  An August event is being planned at Clementine’s Restaurant.   Date to be announced.
A children’s book swap is being planned for September.  Theresa Simmonds is heading this event.

Membership Jo Cardillo 
Ms. Cardillo welcomed new residents Lillian Adio, Jake Fisher and Robert Buckley.  Ms. Cardillo stressed the need for block captains and EPX member Margie (?) suggested we publish a list of current block captains so we know where the need for additional captains exists. 

Public Safety Robert Rivett
Mr. Rivettt announced that EPX Town Watch was awarded a plaque for its efforts by the Philadelphia’s Town Watch Program.  Mr. Rivett received the plaque on behalf of EPX at the Philadelphia Ant-Crime Conference on Saturday June 2.  He thanked all those individuals who walked and continue to do so in service of their neighborhood. Town Watch walks are scheduled for the first and third Wednesdays of each month and the last Friday of each month.  Walks begin on the southeast corner of 11th and Mifflin Streets.  Mr. Rivett encourages all members to walk with the Town Watch patrol and get a feel for the neighborhood. All meetings are the second Tuesday of each month.  All are welcome.

Zoning and Planning Theresa Simmonds
	Take-out at 11th and Moore—Indonesian Take-out.  There will not be tables.  No cigarettes or other smoking paraphernalia for sale.

1849 S. 12th Street--will be the 12th Street Deli and Grocery.  There is some confusion in the neighborhood since the sign recently posted on the building states that it is an investment services business.  Ms. Simmonds intends to place a call to patty Gilberti in the coming days to look into this.  Currently there are three grocery/deli/pizza places within a one-block radius.
Lots at 11th and Emily--Have been sold to a new owner.
1727 S. Broad--Though not in the EPX district, the property borders ours, so it is a concern.  Formerly a single-family dwelling, it is now intended for a dental office and several apartments.  Parking is a major concern for residents as well as the disfigurement of a stately, historic, three-story brownstone.
Fox Electric—Efforts to open a Dollar store at this location have been squelched.  Back to Square one with this property.

At-large Board Member Reports
Communications Katie Brady
Ms. Brady encourages everyone to view the pictures on the website.

Political/Civic Liaison Mike Kimmel
Nothing to Reprot

New Business
Community Service Awards
Awards were presented to EPX general members for outstanding service to the neighborhood and community.
	Zoning—Margaret Kalalian

Beautification—Jeff Goldman
Public Safety—Anthony Wodjeciewski
Community Relations—Dave Rizzio
Membership--Anna Pittman

“Founders Awards” were given to two individuals who were instrumental in getting EPX off the ground:  Crystal Fritch for many hours of pro bono attorney work and Kathy Capanigro for gathering the other founding members together to start EPX.


Old Business
Spring Thing Recap
Need an Events Committee
Margaret Kalalian with a Casino Update.  Ms. Kalalian’s report is attached at the end of these minutes.

There are numerous neighborhood associations involved with Casino Free.  Mr. Marino called for a vote from the General Membership as to who is in favor of taking a stand either for or against the casinos.  Members voted not to take a stand tat this time.

Mr. Cowen insists if EPX votes to take a stand in the future, that as the unofficial gatherer of casino information, Ms. Kalalian  provide information on the impact the casinos will have on the area that resides within the EPX boundaries and we carefully study how the presence of the casinos will impact upon the neighborhood.

There will be no meetings scheduled for July and August.  

It was suggested that for the September meetings, the standing committees provide a flyer or some type of written information for the general membership about how people can volunteer for specific jobs.

Mr. Marino then opened the meeting for comments and discourse.

A request was made for monthly email reminders of the meetings.  

A request was made to post tasks that needed to be accomplished on the website as a call for volunteers.

No time was left for presentation of block captains.

Melody Damos moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Roger Bruno.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:18.  Residents enjoyed refreshments together after the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

D’Arcy Webb
Recording Secretary





	(per  EXP member Margaret Kalalian)

REPORT ON THE DELAWARE RIVER NEIGHBORHOOD ALLIANCE

DRNA Mission Statement: DRNA is a coalition of 24 groups representing over 250,000 Philadelhians joined in an effort to protect our communities and support
responsible development within our city. DRNA is not anti casino. However the Alliance universally supports the resiting of Foxwoods and Sugar House casinos because we believe casinos do not belong in anyone's neighborhood.

DRNA continues to fight for a minimum standard of casino development to be 1500 feet from neighborhoods. We acknowledge that as long as the siting of the two casinos remain at their current location, there will never be a hospitable environment for this development. We recognize that securing this minimum standard at the political level while informing and educating our communities are our immediate goals.

The DRNA believes that the residents of Philadelphia are viable parties in the future development of our city and should not be denied the right of self-determination by a state commission in an issue that will profoundly affect their personal assets, livelihoods and their future as residents of this city.

Members: Whitman Council, Queen Village Neighbors Assn., Northern Liberties Neighbors Assn., Passyunk Square Civic Assn., Society Hill Civic Assn., Fishtown Neighbors Assn., Pennsport Civic Assn., Old City Civic Assn., Port Richmond on Patrol and Civic, Bella Vista United Civic Assn., Rivers Edge Civic Assn., Kensington South NAC, Hawthorne Empowerment Coalition, Franklin Bridge North Neighbors Assn., Neighbors Allied for the Best Riverfront, Bella Vista Town Watch, East Kensington Neighbors Assoc., Logan Square Neighborhood Assn., Washington Square West Civic Assn., Center City Residents Assn., Cross Town Coalition, Chestnut Hill Civic Assn., Mayfair Civic.

The Casino Issues

Background

Two casino operators have been granted licenses to operate slots parlors in Philadelphia by the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board. They are Sugar House and Foxwoods.

Sugar House has a property at Shackamaxon Street and Foxwoods has a property at Columbus and Reed. Both properties are on the Delaware Riverfront and lack riparian rights.

Gaming Act

There are many questions and complaints about the Gaming Act and how it was enacted. To learn more about this read the article in the June issue of Philadelphia Magazine titled, "Gaming the System."  http://www.phillymag.com/articles/gaming_the_system

There have been a number of lawsuits and appeals filed by the losing casinos and Philadelphia community groups against the Gaming Commission for its decisions to
license Sugar House, Foxwoods and other casinos for a variety of reasons. The likelihood is that the suits and appeals filed by the community groups will be dismissed by the Supreme Court.

Legislative Efforts

That leaves the legislative process at the state and city levels. The DRNA is conducting a number of efforts to engage state and city officials to work toward moving the casinos from the present proposed sites and support legislation that will prohibit casinos from locating within 1500 feet bf communities.

City Council passed a bill placing a referendum question on the recent Primary Election ballot that gave voters the opportunity to decide if casinos should be at least 1500 feet from neighborhoods, homes, schools, places of worship, recreation centers, etc. The Gaming Commission asked the Pennsylvania Supreme Court to issue a temporary injunction to stop the vote, effectively killing the question on the ballot.

CasinoFree Philadelphia held a shadow election in which 12,592 registered voters said yes and 727 voted no. That is a 95% endorsement of the 1500 foot buffer.

Last week the City Planning Commission approved the Sugar House Plan for development. It did not review Foxwoods' plan and news reports indicate there is some
friction between Foxwoods and the City. Following Sugar House approval by the Planning Commission, Councilman Juan Ramos, outgoing at-large councilman,
introduced two bills in City Council for approval of the Plan of Development for the Sugar House Casino and to create a Commercial Entertainment District for the casino. This was a break in the long tradition that only the Councilman of the District introduces bills in his or her district.

Councilman Frank DiCicco is fighting this legislation and has requested that those who wish to express their position regarding the Ramos bills attend this hearing. The hearing will take place on June 13th at 10:00 a.m., Room 400.

Councilman DiCicco's office issued this statement: "No matter which side of the issue you fall, you should be there too. The voices and opinions of the residents of Philadelphia are more important than the opinion of special interests."

He also encourages everyone to contact the Governor, General Assembly members and the Mayor and express your opinion about this legislation.

Foxwoods Tax Assessment Appeal

Foxwoods has appealed the tax assessment of its land at $45.3 million. Foxwoods paid $64.7 million for it in January 2005. Foxwoods presented two appraisals to the Bureau of Revision of Taxes. One valued the property from a negative $120,000 to a positive $180,000. The second valued it at $9 million. Foxwoods cites a number of reasons to justify a lower valuation including the fact that the property is "contaminated with PCBs and HAHs and some heavy metal compounds. As an Act 2 Property, remediation is required."

According to Revenue Department records, Foxwoods currently owes the City $2.8 million in delinquent property taxes on its property at Reed and Columbus, making it the 3rd highest tax delinquent of 100 corporate tax deadbeats.

PROS AND CONS OF THE CASINOS

The Casino advocates say the following:

PRO

JOBS Casinos will provide jobs. Initially, temporary construction jobs, eventually permanent casino jobs.

TAX REVENUE Casinos will provide tax revenue to the City for wage tax reduction. School District funding, property tax reduction for seniors, etc.

CONVENTION CENTER Casino revenue will fund the Convention Center expansion.

ANTI

Casino opponents say moving the casinos away from neighborhoods to other more suitable sites will not affect any of the above.

JOBS There has been no independent cost benefit analysis of the jobs that will be lost because of this type of development. Fred Murphy, a Temple University
professor, has analyzed the Foxwoods Economic Impact Report and suggests that there will actually be a job loss in other local businesses and the cost will
outweigh the benefits of the casino jobs.

Construction jobs are portable. If the casinos are built in alternate locations in Philadelphia, there will be no loss of construction jobs.

Putting casinos on the riverfront will impact Philadelphia port traffic and can negatively affect 45,000 well-paying current jobs and a potential 150,000 new
jobs anticipated with the port expansion. The Longshoremen are concerned about the potential loss of quality jobs.

Casino jobs generally are not high-paying, except for limited senior management positions, which will not be filled by local residents. Employees at Foxwoods'
Connecticut location post their complaints about working conditions at Foxwood on a website: Madatfoxwoods.com. For example, last New Year's Eve, the busiest night of the year, the employees conducted a "sick out" at Foxwoods and 400 employees called out sick. They were upset because of cuts in their bonuses,
health benefits and other issues. It is estimated that Foxwoods takes in $1.5 billion per year, blit continues to cut employee benefits.

TAX REVENUE The City expects to receive $5 million for the School District and $20 to $25 million for the general fund for wage tax reduction. Study after
study of the impact of casinos show that for every $1 of tax revenue provided by casinos, it costs the municipality $3 in direct and indirect expenses, i.e., cost of 100 new police officers Mayor Street has agreed to provide for the two casinos.

Based on the Daily News analysis, the direct and indirect cost of one police officer is $160,000 per year. This includes the salary, equipment, and indirect
costs of prisons, parole officers, training costs, new courtrooms and related personnel. Sheriffs staff, DA staff, supplies and expenses, public defenders,
social workers, investigators, and prison costs. One hundred police officers for the casinos will cQst the city $16 million a year initially. As casinos expand they will need more police protection. Just the cost of 100 police officers will substantially offset the expected revenue for the city.

CRIME City Council created the North Delaware Avenue Special District that closed down the nightclubs on Delaware Avenue because of the problems they
caused. The zoning code states at Section 14-1624(f) and (g): "Several murders and shootings have been committed as the result of disputes that have arisen in
some of the nightclubs on the waterfront. In response to these growing crime rates, the City increased its police activity in the area. In fact, the police
responded to disturbances at one establishment over 50 times in a two-month period. But problems that begin at some of these establishments more often hurt
the residents ofth^ nearby neighborhoods who suffer the brunt of the late night violence and destruction."

Crime will increase in the surrounding neighborhoods bringing drug issues, prostitution, and potential homicides. (See Daily News report of crime statistics
for Philadelphia Park and Harrah's in Chester occurring inside the casinos and article about how thieves prey on the elderly.)

DECLINE IN LOCAL BUSINESSES Casinos will provide free food and liquor 24 hours a day. This will impact the local restaurants and bars and eventually
close existing businesses resulting in loss of jobs. It will be a gradual and diffused effect over 5-6 years as existing businesses cannot compete with the
casinos. University of Illinois economist Earl L. Grinols published a book called "Gambling in America: Costs and Benefits." In it he refers to the impact
gambling had on Atlantic City. He states, "Gambling narrowed the economic base there. It changed the character of the town without growing anything
outside. Gamblers do their spending only in casinos."

TRAFFIC CONGESTION Traffic congestion on Columbus Boulevard/I-95 will be untenable. Foxwoods expects 5.9 million visitors a year during the first phase
to rise to 9.1 million visitors a year in Phase III. Sugar House has similar estimates. By Phase III there will be 20-25 million visitors per year at the casinos
which are 1.5 miles from each other.

STORM WATER MANAGEMENT At the Foxwoods site there are storm water management problems and there are concerns regarding the impact that the casinos' waste water will have on the basement flooding problems of the past several years during heavy rainstorms.

SOCIAL PROBLEMS Foxwoods and Sugar House are "convenience" casinos rather than "destination" casinos. They will draw the majority of their customers
from the nearby communities. As a result, there will be substantial social costs of gambling that affect the communities where the casinos are located: increase in domestic violence, gambling addiction, embezzlement from employers, mortgage foreclosures, etc.



