East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association

November General Meeting Minutes

November 3, 2008

St. Agnes Continuing Care Center

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Co-chair Joseph Marino.  

The agenda was approved with motion by Kathy Migliarese and Alice _____________.

The September minutes were approved with one corrected.  The bank name of Franklin should be St. Edmond’s Savings and Loan.  Millie Ruffino moved and Nettie DiFlorio second the motion for approval.  

Committee Reports

EPX Office – the heater has been fixed.

· Deposits regarding utility companies have been resolved

· The office will be used as a polling place for the election and EPX will receive $90.

· A street light has been installed at 12th and McKean Streets

· Outside lights are on between 7:00-11:00 p.m. using a timer.

Cavaliere Concert

Joe Marion reported $200 in tickets were sold resulting in $20 in donations to EPX, which was an opportunity for EPX to support a worthy cause.

Gateway Project

Darren Fava is working with the Mural Arts group on funding for art for the Gateway area.  This is in addition to the $700,000 state grant for streetscaping.

Art Auction – November 7

Joe Marino has secured donations of artworks, including tile paintings, photographs, and oils.  The goal is to sell 100 tickets.  Local restaurants providing food.  There will be donations of beverages and desserts.  The event begins at 6:30 p.m. and reception at 7:00 p.m.

EPABID

Bob Theil is stepping down as director of the BID.  The board was invited to the opening of Izumi, a new Japanese restaurant on the Avenue.  Four board members attended.

Recycling Bins  - 50 large bins will be available for Clean & Green efforts

Nominations  - There are 15 board members.  One position is open for at-large.  There were no nominations for the position.  The Board can be re-appointed by acclimation.  Motion to reappoint was made by Warren Veith, seconded by Carol DiGirolomo, voted unanimously in favor by acclimation.

Co-chair Report – Darren Fava – No report from Darren Fava who was out of town for a family funeral

Corresponding Secretary – No report by Kim Buckwalter

Recording Secretary – No report by Jo Cardillo

Treasurer’s Report 

Millie Ruffino reported the treasury has $2,352.56 in available funds.  The report was accepted.

Clean and Green

Sara Ausprich reported the next clean up is on Saturday, November 15 to clean Mifflin Street.  C&G will meet at Broad and Mifflin at 10:00 a.m.  The next committee meeting is November 17th at the EPX office.  As a result of the Phillies parade, the EPX plants were damaged in the planters at Broad and McKean.  Joe Marino will ask the EPABID to pay for new plant material.  

Marketing and Events –  Chair Marnie Hall was unable to attend the meeting.  She has been working on the Art Auction.  Joe Marino reported that a number of restaurants had donated food and there were donations of beer and other beverages also.

Membership

Pat Pitt reported there were two new members attending the meeting.

Public Safety

Chair Melody Damis reported the October 31 walk was cancelled because of Halloween and the Phillies Parade.  There will be a walk on November 5.  Public Safety is conducting a campaign to encourage residents to keep their porch lights on in the evening for greater safety on the streets.  A pilot project is being done to determine what the cost is to leave a light on.  The committee is seeking a grant for low wattage light bulbs and investigating solar light fixtures for house that do not have outside wiring.

Town Watch walks are on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays and last Friday of the month.

Zoning

· 1712 S. 10th Street, Bella Rosa Bar – the Zoning Board of Adjustment approved Jonathan Klein’s application for the variance to extend the restaurant to the second floor.  The status of the liquor license is pending.

· 1640 S. Broad, Hometown Hostel --  the case was rescheduled to January 21, 2009, at 5:00 p.m. for a Special Hearing at the ZBA.  EPX is jointly preparing a letter to the ZBA updating the issues related to the request for a use variance for a rooming house.

· Fox Electric Site – Johnny Chang has purchased the corner property at 12th and Emily Streets.  He is renovating it for a sales office.  It was reported that this lot is required to be sealed off from the adjoining lots and L&I has made an inspection.  Mr. Chang is scheduled to make a presentation to the Zoning and Planning Committee on November 19, 2008.

· 1726 S. 13th Street – Hearing is scheduled for November 25, at 9:30 a.m. for an application to use the property as a two-family dwelling.  It is zoned R10A single family.  The applicant is required to post the L&I notice on November 12.

· Barber Shop – the signs have been removed and there is a for rent sign on the property.

· Michael’s Bar – there is a take out beer sign.  Beth Dougherty will check it out.

The next Zoning and Planning Meeting will be November 19, 2008, at St. Agnes Continuing Care Center, 7:00 p.m., Neumann Room.

Old Business

DCED Funds have been received.  They are earmarked for the Neumann-Goretti property.  It is a huge project and will include creating a public area in the Convent section.  The Clean and Green committee has to do a request for proposals.  The target is April/May for construction and planting.  EPX may purchase a Certificate of Deposit for the funds during the proposal process.

EPX Stories

It was decided that the project would be tabled back to the sub-committee.  The spring season may be more conducive to implementing.  The subcommittee is looking into approaching film department college professors to assign EPX Stories as a graded project with prizes.  The festival is not limited to college students.  

Public Activities Fund - $3,000 grant is running behind.  The contracts have to be re-mailed to 1908 S. Jessup Street.

EPX Fund Raising Efforts

1. Grants – DCED – greening; PAF – office equipment

2. Corporate Giving – local banks for renovation of office; board members

3. EPX – Extravaganza and the Art Auction provide the annual operating funds for activities:  Clean & Green, education requirement, general expenses (insurance, etc.), charitable giving for needy families in neighborhood.

Presentation

Farm to City – Winter Harvest Buying Club provides organic produce.  Residents can join anytime and order once a month.  Billing is done online through Paypal or can write checks.  Dropoff is at 17th and Jackson Streets and pickup between 5-7 p.m.

New Business

· Holiday Baskets -  $1,000 last year plus donations from members was divided into three families to purchase toys, gift certificate to a local supermarket and clothing for children.  The parishes made suggestions for families in need.  This year, EPX will ask other churches for suggestions, i.e., St. John’s Baptist Church at 13th and Tasker Streets.  Families are in need of household items such as towels.  The churches will ask the families what they need and more details will be available in December.

Refreshments Committee- supplied by Janelle ___________, Pat Pitt, Nettie DiFlorio and ______________.

Adjournment

Melody Damis moved and Bob Reilly seconded the motion to adjourn.  

