DRAFT General Meeting Minutes

East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association and Town Watch

Monday, 5/5/08

St. Agnes Continuing Care Center

1900 Broad Street, Philadelphia PA

Present: Sarah Ausprich, Roger Bruno, Kim Buckwalter, Jo Cardillo, Melody Damis, Sean Doyle, Darren Fava, Margaret Kalalian, Joseph F. Marino, Martha Pitt, Robert Reilly, Millie Ruffino, Robert Slack

Absent:  Theresa Simmonds

Joseph Marino called meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.  Meeting agenda approval:  moved and seconded by N. DiFlorio, S Doyle  

OFFICER REPORTS

Co-Chair Joseph F. Marino

1.  Extensive work regarding new EPX Office Space. (See Old Business)

2.  Attended EPA BID Economic Development meeting 4/19.

3. Secured Conestoga grant and presentation.

4. Contact w/Neumann-Goretti & letters/calls to Councilmen re: EPXtravaganza! 

5. EPA Gateway meeting w/ BID Executive Director & city agents. 

6. Secured cleaning of 1900 S. Sartain St. through Citizens Alliance. 

7. Assisted with EPA BID Flavors of the Avenue “Dunk Tank.”

8.  Meeting w/ Sue Patron president of Columbus Park re: June presentation.

9.  CSPCAA Moderator for Candidate’s Nite 4/8.

10. CSPCAA Broad St meeting 4/10.

11. CSPCAA ZBA/PWD meeting 4/24. 

12. Pursued St. Edmond’s bank grant.

13. Secured over 25 baskets for EPXtravaganza raffle.  

14. Accepted post on Neumann-Goretti advisory council.

15. Meeting with Tolentine Community Center chair re: board seat.

16. Attended Great Expectations meeting 4/29.

Co-Chair Darren Fava   

· See Marketing/Events Committee report.

· Attended BID meeting.

· Participated in Clean and Green 8th Street cleanup

Recording Secretary Jo Cardillo:  Nothing beyond normal duties.

Corresponding Secretary Kim Buckwalter:  Nothing beyond normal duties.

Treasurer Millie Ruffino:   

· Balance @ beginning of month:  $5,200

· Expenditures include event insurance, newsletter production.

· Present balance is $2,012, with $800 earmarked for Phila. ACT Fund, $300 for Town Watch

Membership Chair Patti Pitt 

1.
Reminded solicited bake sale items for EPXtravaganza (with all profits going to EPX) 

2.
Welcomed new members:

· Ted Mastro - 1900 block of South 8th Street

· Marlene Nadu – 1800 block of Watts Street

· Lorraine Speziale - 1600 block of South 11th Street

Clean and Green Chair Sarah Ausprich

· Great turnout for 8th Street cleanup last month.

· Will have table @ EPXtravaganza where plants will be sold and recycling containers distributed.

· Attended BID design committee meeting.  Trash cans will be put along Passyunk and emptied three times a week by Citizens Alliance

· TreeVitalize has 40 street trees available.

· Anyone with issues to report about cleanliness, crime should fill out incident report. 

· Need volunteers to help water planters @ Broad and McKean

· Next cleanup:  McKean Street, Saturday, 6/7/08

· Next committee meeting:  6/19/08, 6:30 p.m., N-G

Public Safety – Melody Damis 

· Has been in touch w/Art Potts from City’s Managing Director’s Office.  EPX eligible for 1K grant application.

· EPX to receive award @ 6/14/08 city conference; all Town Watch walkers are encouraged to attend. 

· Would like to get more EPXers trained as Town Watchers.  Goal:  to cover all blocks within EPX

· EPX Night Out event:  Tuesday, 5/13/08 on Passyunk Avenue in front on municipal parking lot.  Will have snacks, give-away items.

· Attended BID safety advisory committee meeting.

Zoning – Margaret Kalalian 

· Adobe Restaurant @ 1919 East Passyunk to open this summer.  Southwest fare.  Seating for 200-250.  Will have banquet hall upstairs.  Parking is problem; would like to arrange for valet parking @ N-G.  

· Fox Electric Building – to be purchased by owner of Johnny Chang’s who wishes to construct eight single-family homes.

· 1606 S. 12th Street – Received inquiry about this property being converted to duplex without proper zoning approval.

· Next meeting:  Wednesday, 5/28/08, 7:30, St. Agnes to discuss 2037 South 10th Street request by owner for storage of 4 cars on the first floor and two apartments on the second floor in the existing structure.

Old Business:

1.  
JFM spoke w/contact @ PA Dept. of Treasury re EPX tax-exempt status and was advised that this will be in effect by end of month.


2.
EPX Office Space (1936-40 S. 13th Street) 

· Thanks to Shawn Doyle and nephew for demolishing inside of space.  Fumo-supplied workers also did major work.  Space is now clean

· Repairs to be done:  drop ceiling, strip/stucco/paint walls, install carpeting.

· D. Fava working on sign; must get ZBA approval.

· M. Kalalian’s employer (law firm) will donate used computers

· Costly zoning adjustment issue.  Will get free legal advice from partner of EPX member; Fumo will provide $100 application fee; need extra $700 to pay for full process.  

· May use grant money from St. Edmond’s Conestoga donations for first-time expenses.

· Hope to have grand opening by EPX’s second anniversary, 9/11/08.

PRESENTATION:  Conestoga Bank, 1833 East Passyunk, Mike Case, V.P. and Branch Manager; Jackie Fitzpatrick, V.P. and Regional Manager

· M. Casey presented $1K check to EPX for office space.

· All members present received $1 bills as “sample” of Conestoga product.

· Conestoga would like to help boost EPX neighborhood.  

· Is sponsoring Half Ball Tournament @ this year’s Ninth Street Italian Festival.  Will be first Annual John Marzano event.

Marketing/Events Committee – Darren Fava 

1.
EPXtravaganza, Sat., 5/10/08, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

· Setup is 8 to 10 a.m.

· Events to include live musical performances, deejay, kids’ games, face-painting, EPX raffle, fire truck and Gentry the Fire Dog

· Food to include:  gourmet fare via Community College culinary arts student competition; baked items from EPX bake sale table; S.P. Vikings booth

· EPX tables: Town Watch, bake sale, Clean and Green, flea market table.  Leftover items from flea market table to be donated to Ego Thrift Shop

· Raffle Items:  Gift certificates and baskets from area merchants.

· N-G will provide eight student volunteers

2.
EPX Newsletter - An important tool for reaching resident w/out Internet access.

· Approximate production cost:  $1200.  Mailing is a big expense.  Advertising does not offset production costs.  Profits from EPXtravaganza will go towards next issue.

· EPX member suggested having volunteer members distribute newsletter.

3.
EPX Summer Meet-and-Greets  (precise dates to be determined)

· June:  Clementine’s

· July, August:  Chiarella’s or Paradiso’s

· September:  Le Virtu

Meeting adjourned until Monday, 6/2/08.

*  *  *

