General Meeting

East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association and Town Watch
Monday, 11/5/07
St. Agnes Continuing Care Center
1900 Broad Street, Philadelphia PA
*   *  *
Present:  Sarah Ausprich, Kim Buckwalter, Roger Bruno, Jo Cardillo, Darren Fava, Pat Pitt, Theresa Simmonds, D’Arcy Webb

Absent:  Shawn Doyle, Mike Kimmel, Joe Marino, Millie Ruffino, Robert Slack

Darren Fava called meeting to order at 7:09 p.m.  Meeting agenda approved and attached hereto.  October meeting minutes approved.  September meeting minutes posted on website.

OFFICER REPORTS

Chairman Darren Fava reported that he and Joe Marino attended a lot of meetings in October, including one with Councilman Frank DiCicco, meetings with new EPX committees; participation in meeting to form an association of Broad Street civic associations.  Was a very busy month, accomplished a lot, including very successful art auction fundraiser.

Recording Secretary D’Arcy Webb:  Nothing to report.  Jo Cardillo is taking over as recording effective 11/5/07.
Treasurer Millie Ruffino absent; Roger Bruno, CPA, reported in her stead that total expenditures last month were $2,535.12, leaving us with balance of $4,173.36 as of 10/31/07.  Cash on hand is $190.

Membership – New chair is Patti Pitt.  Welcomed new member Laura Chisholm of the 1900 block of Sartain Street

Darren reminded everyone to invite neighbors to attend December meeting, as there will be holiday treats offered.

Public Safety – Mike Kimmel not present.  Darren Fava reported in his stead that a new beat cop has been assigned to patrol Passyunk Avenue to address problems reported of kids loitering and creating a nuisance in the parking lot next to Mr. Martino’s restaurant.  
There was a Town Watch walk on Tuesday night, 10/30/07, “Mischief Night,” and, fortunately, there was very little activity, just a few eggings.

There have been reports of road plates covering work done by Water Department on the 1800 block of South 10th Street and on Mifflin Street between 11th and 10th  that are loose and causing loud noise as cars drive over them.  The Water Department needs to be contacted about this; if anyone has a reliable contact there, please notify D. Fava, as the contractors on the street weren’t very helpful.

We are in dire need of more Town Watch participants.  Anyone interested should sign sheet in back.

Zoning - Theresa Simmonds   
1819 South Broad Street – Prospective tenants who desire a zoning variance to convert to retail (which was not approved by area civic associations) have yet to appear before Zoning Board of Adjustments; however, work has been going on inside of the property anyway.  Theresa was informed by L&I that they have the requisite work permits.  The Zoning Committee drafted a letter preemptively to the ZBA and City Council reps, saying that we, along with the South Broad Street Neighbors Association, do not support the conversion of residential properties along South Broad Street to commercial; especially in light of the fact that there are so many available properties along East Passyunk for such useage.  The intent is to try to maintain as much as possible residential properties on blocks along South Broad.
Dilapidated Property @ Juniper and McKean appears to be on the verge of falling down; therefore, is a potential safety hazard.  Joe Marino called L&I to complain and will make a follow-up call in a few weeks.

Bed Bugs   Bed bugs from a property on a block on Mercy Street spread to next-door neighbor.  L&I cited and fined property; owner had to produce monthly contract with exterminator to eliminate the problem.

Beautification – Sarah Ausprich – Unfortunately, the October cleanup of Broad Street was rained out; no new date.

Next cleanups:  Saturday, 11/10/07, 10 a.m. – Morris Street.
Saturday, 12/1/07, 10 a.m. – 13th Street

Next Clean-and-Green meeting is Monday, 11/19/07, 6:30 p.m., library branch @ Broad and Morris.

Complaint by member made about litter around area of Broad and Snyder.  Per Darren, the Passyunk Avenue BID is supposed to clean that area, plus there are larger plans to address that area on a bigger level, including streetscape changes.

Complaint by member made about household trash being dumped in containers along Broad Street.  Darren encouraged anyone with such concerns to attend next Clean-and-Green Committee meeting.

Community Relations Committee  Darren Fava reported that this committee has recently morphed into Community Events Committee, which held its first meeting three weeks ago.  It’s main thrust is marketing and events-planning.  Will also promote more membership participation in committees, especially trying to get more widespread involvement in Town Watch and Clean-and-Green.

Also need to make some overhauls to EPX website.  There was discussion about having bulletin boards put up at a few locations within the neighborhood, which would help promote EPX to people without Web access.

Newsletter is still on the table.  Looking for editor and a cost-effective system for distribution.

Still working on block captain group.

Anyone interested in any of the above activities should please see Darren.

Old Business:

Art Auction – Kim Buckwalter – Was very successful.  Kim thanked all who attended, especially good work by volunteers.  Attendance estimated at about 70.  The event was successful on many fronts in that:   1) a good time was had by all; 2) great EPX exposure; 3) net intake was close to $1900.
One piece did not sell that evening, which is displayed in the back.  It’s still available for $35.  Anyone interested in purchasing it should contact Kim.

Darren expressed kudos to our food sponsor, Paradiso, who provided delicious grilled vegetables and other treats.  Eight restaurants on the Avenue donated gift certificates that were used as door prizes.  EPX member Alice Gonglewski suggested that anytime we patronize East Passyunk restaurants, we should thank them for their donations to EPX.

If anyone has any related comments or suggestions, please talk to Kim Buckwalter or Alice Gonglewski.

PRESENTATION:  St. Agnes LIFE (Living Independently for Elders)

By Erin Oldt, Manager, Outreach and Enrollment.

This is a service for residents of Philadelphia, age 55 and older, who are experiencing failing health or disabilities.  For more information, contact St. Agnes LIFE Program @ 215/339-4747.

Other Business:

Joe Marino and Darren Fava attended meeting of newly-formed group of Central South Philly civic associations whose boundaries all meet at or overlap Broad Street, including:  EPX, GROUP, Newbold Neighbors Association, and Passyunk Square.  Reps from all associations agreed to meet quarterly to address quality-of-life issues in and around Broad Street; e.g., trash, crime.  Darren Fava and Sarah Ausprich agreed to join a subcommittee of this group to discuss a plan for South Broad Street wherein they will work with Penn students, City Planning Commission, businesses, and residents along Broad Street to create an improvement plan for the area.

Holiday Gift Baskets – This year, instead of raffling off baskets, we will distribute them to needy neighbors.  Churches will be contacted to get names of those in need of food, cleaning supplies, toys, gloves, hats, scarves, etc.  Members are encouraged to donate, and we will also solicit donations from local businesses.  Millie Ruffino is the coordinator.

Vacant Fox Electric Building – There was discussion among Board members about this property in terms of development.  Consequently, at least one private entity has expressed interest in purchasing the property.
Vacant Lot @ 11th & Emily – A developer has bought this site and agreed to keep it clean.

If you know of areas where trash has been dumped illegally, let us know, as we have a contact at Citizens Alliance, who are usually ready, willing and able to address same, using their own equipment and mechanized vehicles.
Nominations:  

First, what does it mean to be an EBX Board member?  You are expected to:  help maintain a legally- and financially-sound organization, helping to ensure that monies are spent within guidelines and that the organization is run according to its bylaws; participate in all fundraisers; attend general membership meetings; head up committees, unless you’re an at-large member.
Our current slate of nominees are:  Joe Marino, Darren Fava, Millie Ruffino, Shawn Doyle, Roger Bruno, Jo Cardillo, Theresa Simmonds, Sarah Ausprich, Jo Cardillo, Kim Buckwalter, and Patty Pitt – leaving four open seats.

In this process, you cannot nominate yourself or anyone from your home.  All nominees must have attended at least three general-membership meetings in order to be in good standing.

Charles Gilbert made a motion to move the process off the table and onto the floor; Lisa Shiota seconded it; no one opposed it.
No new nominations were proposed.

Alice Gonglewski moved to accept the slate of members nominated; Charlie Gilbert seconded it; no one opposed it.

Meeting adjourned until Monday, 12/3/07.

*  *  *

