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General Meeting Minutes

May 4, 2009

St. Agnes Continuing Care Center

The meeting was called to order at 7:09 p.m. by Co-chair Joseph Marino.  

The agenda was approved with motion by Nettie DiFlorio and seconded by Tim Ides.

The minutes of the April meeting were approved with a motion by Nettie DiFlorio and seconded by Millie Ruffino.

OFFICER REPORTS

Co-Chair Report by Joseph F. Marino

See attached. 

Co-Chair Report by Darren Fava

See attached.

Recording Secretary

Chris Johnson is out-of-town due to work requirements.  Donna Gabriel agreed to be the new webmaster.

Treasurer

Millie Ruffino reported she has been helping with preparations for the EPXtravaganza; coordinating with the insurance agents to reduce insurance costs; soliciting bids for a copy machine for the Board to review.

The bank balance is $1,941 ($700 earmarked)

The PAF grant is $1,288.77

The DCED grant is $19,400.

EPX will have to pay for insurance and plants for the EPXtravaganza.  

Chris Goebbel of the Goebbel insurance company will provide $10 to EPX for any quote that an EPX member requests for insurance with no obligation to purchase.

STANDING COMMITTEES

Clean & Green

Street cleaning is scheduled for May 23 ADVANCE \u 5rd ADVANCE \d 5 for 11 ADVANCE \u 5th ADVANCE \d 5 Street

The 1 ADVANCE \u 5st ADVANCE \d 5 National Solar Energy meeting will be in Philadelphia

EPXtravaganza will include a plant sale with hanging baskets and recycling bins

The city is conducting workshops for rain barrels and there are plans for our community

EPX submitted a grant application to the City of Philadelphia for the lot adjacent to the Cantina.  The application included a request for solar trash cans.

Membership
Kathy Migliarese, committee chair, is attending her last class this evening.  She distributed flyers for the EPXtravganza at St. Nicholas of Tolentine.

Grants

Beth Dougherty is absent from the meeting.  She is working on a grant request to PECO for public safety.

Public Safety

The Town Watch walks have been moved to Wednesday evenings at 8:00 p.m.  They will begin at the EPX office at 1940 E. 13 ADVANCE \u 5th ADVANCE \d 5 Street.  The Town Watch has discovered locations for porch lights needed on houses without exterior wiring.

Zoning & Planning

1640 S. Broad Street – Final Zoning Board of Adjustment hearing on request for a rooming house scheduled for May 6.

There have been no new variance requests.  

Update on Watkins Drinkery – There were minor issues related to the liquor license application that have been resolved.  Watkins Drinkery is expected to receive the transfer of the liquor license and EPX is looking forward to a new gastropub in the neighborhood.

The next Zoning and Planning Meeting is scheduled for May 27, at St. Agnes Continuing Care Center, 7:00 p.m., Neumann Room.  If there are no requests for a community presentation, the meeting may be cancelled.

AT LARGE REPORTS

None.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

EPX Stories Film Festival

Joseph Marino and Margaret Kalalian met with Principal Patty Sticco and the English Faculty at Neumann-Goretti to discuss coordinating the Film Festival.  EPX contacted Bok a number of times but received no response.  It was agreed that members of the Junior class will be selected to participate in the film-making project.  They will be given assignments to be completed during the summer recess that will be graded.  EPX will award a $500 cash prize to the best film.  The faculty suggested creating a second award for the best script.  Jason Pinardo, a professional film producer in the EPX community will work with the students and assist with editing.  There will be a screening of all the films at Neumann-Goretti September 18 ADVANCE \u 5th ADVANCE \d 5 at 7:00 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS

EPXtravaganza Recap-  There will be children’s games, plant sale with herbs and vegetables, bake sale, yard sale, basket raffle, city agencies such as the Water Department, Fire Engine, Mayor’s Office for Community Services,  and PECO will provide compact fluorescent light bulbs, 311 information, Corporation for the Aging, and Philadelphia More Beautiful.  In the event of rain, the activities will move to the school cafeteria.  Monetary donations are being provided by Senator Farnese, Representative Keller, Councilman DiCicco and from local businesses, members and others.

The committee will meet on Wednesday, May 6 at 7:00 p.m.

PANO Self-Study

The board will participate in a self-assessment study provided by the Pennsylvania Associations of Non-Profits.

990 Income Tax Return

The 990 tax return will be reviewed by the board.

NEW BUSINESS

Summer Meet and Greets
June- Thursday, June 11 at 7:00 p.m. at Adobe

July – Izumi – there will be tables set up in the fountain area

August – TBA

EPX Anniversary  -
Friday, September 11 – Location TBA

Summer Meeting Schedule

The last general meeting is Monday, June 1.  Meetings resume on September 14 with State Representative Bill Keller as the guest speaker.  Some committees will continue to meet in the summer. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tour of Homes  -  A house tour is being planned for the fall.

QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS:

Can the EPX office be open on Saturdays in the summer?

Citizens Alliance has two employees left.  CA still owns and cares for the fountain.  Is the BID or Passyunk Square interested in continuing maintenance?

Can we ask if SEPTA would install lighting at the substation at 13 ADVANCE \u 5th ADVANCE \d 5 & Mifflin?

Refreshments Committee- Tasty refreshments were supplied by Janelle’s catering. 

Adjournment

Bob Reilly moved and Roe Cimino seconded the motion to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

