DRAFT GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

EAST PASSYUNK CROSSING CIVIC ASSOCIATION and TOWN WATCH

Monday, September 14, 2009, 7:00 pm 

St. Agnes Continuing Care Center, 1900 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA

*  *  *



Board Members Present:  



Darren Fava, Board Co-Chair



Joseph F. Marino,  Board Co-Chair



Roger Bruno, Co-Treasurer and Board Member At Large 



Josephine Cardillo,  Recording Secretary



Melody Damis, Corresponding Secretary



Shawn Doyle, Board Member At Large



Beth Dougherty, Grants Committee Chair



Margaret Kalalian,  Zoning Chair



Edwin Landy, Public Safety Chair



Martha (Pat) Pitt,  Board Member At Large



Robert (Bob) Reilly, Board Member At Large



Millie Ruffino, Treasurer



Board Members Absent: 



Christopher Johnson, Board Member At Large



Timothy Lidiak, Clean-and-Green Chair 



Kathy Migliarese, Marketing & Events/Membership Chair

D. Fava called meeting to order at 7:07 pm.

Agenda Approval:  

Be it moved that the agenda of the EPX general meeting of 9/14/09 be approved as submitted.  Moved by Rose DiGiovanni, seconded by Barbara Triolo.  Motion carried unanimously.

May ‘09 Minutes Approval:  

Be it moved that the May general meeting minutes be approved as submitted.  Moved by Millie Ruffino, seconded by Roger Bruno.  Motion carried unanimously.

OFFICER REPORTS:

Co-Chair Report - Joseph F. Marino  

In addition to routine operation functions of EPX, such as web page updates, check-signing, and regular meetings with Co-Chair, Darren Fava, I have the following to report:

 1)
Updated EPX archives and set initial meeting to forward copies to the Balch Institute Project.

 2)
Staffed EPX office on 8/1 and 8/8, working on archives and rearranging active files.

 3)
Had meeting with First District Councilman Frank DiCicco re:  Passyunk Corridor project, Commerce Department grant, PAF grant, etc.

 4)
Secured Pennsylvania State Rep. Bill Keller for September general meeting.

 5)
Attended several meetings with Neumann-Goretti (N-G) re EPX Stories film project and DCED greening project.

 6)
EPX/LoMo Rain Barrel Workshop intro and secured barrel for EPX office.

 7)
Secured Vikings hall for EPX art auction to be held 11/6.

 8)
Sold 19 tickets to EPX 3rd anniversary dinner, assisted committee in their work.

 9)
Worked with Grants Committee re 2008 PAF grant closeout and Commerce Dept. grant.

10)
Attended Zoning Board of Adjustments hearing re 12th and Emily project.

11)
Chaired June meting of the combined South Philly civics and worked on RFP for South Broad Street plan.

Co-Chair Report - D. Fava

1)
Will discuss work on Neumann-Goretti greening project in detail during Clean-and-Green (C&G) report, filling in for C&G Chair Tim Lidiak.

2)
Worked on South Broad Street (SBS) gateway plan with other South Philly civics re parking, zoning, greening along  SBS from Washington to Oregon.  Finalized RFPs to planning groups, which are to be reviewed by consortium of civics.  Awaiting state funding.  

3)
Mural Arts Program is doing a non-mural arts project called “The Immigrant Experience,” one of which will be on East Passyunk Avenue, which will be projected images on buildings.  Fall outreach planned to solicit photos from neighbors.

Corresponding Secretary - M. Damis - Due to heavy work commitments of former Corresponding Sec‘y Chris Johnson, Melody Damis (MD) has taken over this board position, and C. Johnson is now an at-large board member. 

MD chaired committee for 3rd EPX anniversary celebration.  This very successful event was held on Friday evening, 9/11/09, at Paradiso’s.

Recording Secretary - J. Cardillo

· Personalized and sent out approximately 60 thank-you notes to EPXtravaganza donors.
· Staffed EPX office one Saturday in August.
Treasurer's Report – M. Ruffino

· Staffed EPX office a Saturday in August.
· Routine bill-paying and reconciliation of bank statements.
· General Account Balance:
$3,191, including today’s deposit.






($500 earmarked for EPX Stories)






($200         “           “     “   office awning)






($150         “           “     “    table @ St. Nick’s festival)

· Grant fund:  $19,900, including interest, as of 8/31/09. 

Clean-and-Green (C&G) – D. Fava, per T. Lidiak (TL)  

1)
EPX neighborhood to receive 105 new trees via TreeVitalize - 20 to be planted around the Southwark School and 25 around Neumann-Goretti (N-G).

2)
N
-G Greening Project

· TL met with interested N-G parties about project.  Will show them landscape architectural plans next month.

· Three phases:  11th Street, near convent; 10th Street, clean up landscaping in front of auditorium; 10th Street entrance cleanup.

· N-G agreed to creating small plaza on 10th Street, just north of Moore.  Barbed wire to be removed and some fencing to be replaced with ironwork.

· Physical implementation of plans to occur 11/6 thru 11/8 and 11/14-11/15.  Volunteers are desperately needed.

3)
East Passyunk Gateway Project is now underway.  This is a planned improvement to area of Broad/East Passyunk/McKean via landscaping, lightscaping, etc.

4)
Attended Rain Barrel Workshop @ Methodist Hospital community room in August.  More than 20 EPX and LoMo neighbors attended and received free rain barrels (valued @ $200) for use in diverting rain water and helping preventing flooding.

Marketing and Events/Membership – M. Pitt (in place of K. Migliarese)

· Newsletter deadline for articles submission is Friday, 9/18/09.
· Welcomed new EPX membership signups this evening:  


-
Emily ______ - 10th Street Block Captain volunteer


-
Eric Berger - South Jessup Street.


-
Bill Cohen - McClellan Street


-   ______________ - East Passyunk Avenue



-   ______________ - East Passyunk Avenue



-   ______________ - East Passyunk Avenue



-   ______________ - East Passyunk Avenue


Grants/Finance - B. Dougherty

· Is wrapping up ‘08 Philadelphia Activities Grant (PAF) Fund paperwork.  EPX was awarded $3K, to be used for spring community fair equipment.
· $700K East Passyunk Gateway Project has begun.  Work hours are Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

· ‘09 PAF Grant for greening of lot next to Cantina at Morris and Passyunk has been transferred to East Passyunk Avenue BID for administration and oversight.
Public Safety/Town Watch (TW)- E. Landy

· Has had several successful TW walks over the summer, although a few were rained out.

· TW walks occur every Wednesday evening, 8 p.m., starting @ EPX office, 1940 South 13th.  Walks last about an hour and cover 2.25 - 2.75 miles.

· Need more participants in order to have a stronger TW presence.

· Need to concentrate on border areas of EPX boundaries, especially South Eighth Street.

· In addition to being a presence in neighborhood, walkers make note of quality-of-life issues such as graffiti, zoning.

Police would like to see more Town 

Zoning and Planning – M. Kalalian (MK) 

1)
Former Fox Electric Site, 12th and Emily - now owned by Johnny Chang (JC)

-
JC (and partner Dominic Verdi, Jr.) presented housing development plans @ 6/2/09 EPX Zoning meeting, which attendees found to be inadequate, incomplete; e.g., windows missing from bedroom.

-
JC and Verdi presented plans @ July EPX Zoning meeting; still inadequate.

-
“     “       “     cancelled plans to attend August EPX Zoning meeting.

-
MK attended 8/12/09 Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting and reaffirmed EPX’s position of supporting a development project provided that adequate plans are presented.  Councilman Frank DiCicco will support plan provided project meets with Zoning Code, which this one has not so far.

-
The Planning Commission was not in support of this project due to overuse of land.  Will review and issue opinion within two weeks.

2)
2028 South 13th Street - Formerly used as daycare center on first floor, with apartment on second floor.  Owner wishes to convert daycare space to apartment.  EPX sent letter in support of this application.

3)
Philadelphia Neighborhoods Association, of which EPX is a member, is closely monitoring Foxwoods Casino development, which is again considering Delaware Avenue and Reed Street site.  Foxwoods may default on loan, and it appears investors would have to carry heavier financial burden.

4)
Watkins Drinkery (formerly Bella Rosa II) - 10th and Pierce Streets - Per Beth Dougherty (BD), the PA Liquor Control Board approved transfer of liquor license from Bella Rosa to Jon Klein (Watkins Drinkery developer), which included EPX provisos; however, EPX has not heard from Klein or his lawyer.  BD will contact them to get status.

5)
Economic Development Committee of East Passyunk Ave. BID to meet soon.  JFM will advise us next month of any news.

6)
Stogie Joe’s (Passyunk and Moore) - Surrounding neighbors are complaining about noise from large exhaust fans, karaoke, music.  Complaints should be reported to 3-1-1.  

PRESENTATION:  State Representative Bill Keller (BK)
· JFM thanked BK for his hard work on ongoing state budget.

·   “        “        “     “   financial support of N-G greening project.

·   “        “        “     “   financial support of EPXtravaganza

· BK had no prepared presentation and did Q&As instead in topics such as:

-
State budget woes.

-
Mayor Nutter’s request of increased sales tax.

-
BK’s availability for neighborhood issues.

-
Possibility of table games.

-
PA Rainy Day Fund.

-
Foxwoods.

-
Video poker games

Old Business:

1)
EPX Stories


Jennifer Brank will take over this project in place of Margaret Kalalian.  She will be working with N-G teachers and classes.  Will probably be ready for presentation next February.

2)
Summer Meet-and-Greets - netted $600 profit for EPX


June - Adobe


July - Izumi


August - Michael’s


Meet-and-Greets are only held during summer as substitute for monthly EPX general meetings.

3)
Community Service Award Nominees - Anyone with suggestion of candidate(s) should contact an EPX board member.

4)
Tour of Homes - postponed till next spring.

New Business
1)
Art Auction - Friday, 11/6, 7 p.m., Vikings Hall, 1815 South 11th Street.

-
Tickets:  $20 in advance, $25 @ door.

-
East Passyunk Avenue restaurants are donating food. 

-
Italian champagne donated by area Realtors.

-
A valuable signed Phillies lithograph image is among items to be auctioned off.

2)
Alfonso Cavaliere Memorial Concert 

-
Sunday, 10/25/09, 4 p.m., Neumann-Goretti auditorium.

-
This is a fundraiser for music scholarships in memory of the late Alfonso Cavaliere, a South Philly native music virtuoso 

-
Live concert, including Broadway tunes, Neapolitan folk songs, Americana music.

-
Tickets:  $15/adults, $12/senior citizens - if bought through EPX, EPX nets $3 per ticket.

3)
EPX Annual Holiday Charitable Giving Project  - To benefit EPX neighbors in need.  Please contact committee members Millie Ruffino, Pat Pitt, or Josephine Cardillo for volunteering of time, money, and/or goods.

Announcements

· Looking for nominations for election of board members next month.  Anyone who has attended a minimum of three EPX general meetings within the last fiscal year (Sept. to Sept.) is eligible to vote.

· Darren Fava soliciting volunteers to bring drinks for monthly general meetings when the usual “Sartain ladies” are unavailable to do so.

Adjournment:  Be it moved that the EPX general meeting of 9/14/09 is adjourned.  Moved by Melody Damis, seconded by Darren Fava.  Motion carried unanimously, 8:13 p.m.

*   *   *
