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DRAFT GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

EAST PASSYUNK CROSSING CIVIC ASSOCIATION and TOWN WATCH

Monday, October 5, 2009, 7:00 pm 

St. Agnes Continuing Care Center, 1900 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA

*  *  *



Board Members Present:  



Darren Fava, Board Co-Chair



Joseph F. Marino,  Board Co-Chair



Roger Bruno, Co-Treasurer and Board Member At Large 



Josephine Cardillo,  Recording Secretary



Beth Dougherty, Grants Committee Chair



Margaret Kalalian,  Zoning Chair



Edwin Landy, Public Safety Chair



Kathy Migliarese, Marketing & Events/Membership Chair



Martha (Pat) Pitt,  Board Member At Large



Robert (Bob) Reilly, Board Member At Large



Board Members Absent: 



Melody Damis, Corresponding Secretary



Shawn Doyle, Board Member At Large



Christopher Johnson, Board Member At Large



Timothy Lidiak, Clean-and-Green Chair 



Millie Ruffino, Treasurer

D. Fava called meeting to order at 7:08 pm.

Agenda Approval:  

Nettie DiFlorio moved that the agenda of the EPX general meeting of 10/5/09 be approved as submitted; seconded by Rose Cimino; motion carried unanimously.

June and September ‘09 Minutes Approval:  

Roger Bruno moved that the above general meeting minutes be approved as submitted; seconded by Joseph F. Marino; motion carried unanimously.

JFM recognized and welcomed  students from Scientific Leadership Academy who are attending this evening’s meeting as a school assignment.

OFFICER REPORTS:

Co-Chair Report - Joseph F. Marino 

In addition to routine operation functions of EPX, such as web page updates, check-signing, and regular meetings with Co-Chair, Darren Fava, JFM had the following to report:

 1)
Met with two other EPX librarian volunteers to create guidelines for EPX archives to forward to Balch Institute Project.

 2)
Secured EPX member Jenn Branks as new EPX website webmaster.

 3)
Secured gift cards for EPX community service award recipients.

 4)
Secured, with help of Roger Bruno, Giardello Committee for presentation at this evening’s general meeting.

 5)
Secured donations of Prosecco champagne from several area Realtors for Art Auction.

 6)
Secured several EPA BID restaurants for donations of hors d’oeuvres for Art Auction.

 7)
HGTV “First Sale” -- see flyer.

 8)
Had meeting w/BID and EPX C&G Chair TL re green-space maintenance.

 9)
Worked w/C&G Chair TL on plans for Neumann-Goretti greening project.

10)
Staffed EPX table @ St. Nick’s Italian Festival on Sunday, 10/4.

11)
Recruited new EPX members @ St. Nick’s Italian Festival on Sunday, 10/4.

12)
Selected shovels for tree-planting from 1540 Hardware.

13)
Set up Twitter account to start tweeting EPX @ request of PS Chair Edwin Landy.

14)
Met with BID re final blueprints that Commerce Department submitted on EPA gateway project:

Turnoff @ McKean and Passyunk to be eliminated.

Benches, trees, more planters to be added.

All new pavement to be installed.

Co-Chair Report - D. Fava - In addition to routine operation functions, met with other South Broad Street civics on EPA gateway plan. 

Recording Secretary - J. Cardillo - In addition to routine recording secretary functions:

Helped staff EPX table @ St. Nick’s Italian Festival on Sunday, 10/4.

Attended Marketing & Events Committee meeting.

Corresponding Secretary - M. Damis - No report this evening.

Treasurer's Report – R. Bruno

Operating Acct. Balance:  $2,740.96 (as of 9/30/09.

Grant fund:  $17,700.09 (paid $2,200 to Composite, Inc. to start N-G greening project. 

Clean-and-Green (C&G) – T. Lidiak  - No report this evening.

Marketing and Events/Membership – K. Migliarese

Has been working on newsletter; expects completion within two weeks.
Has been maintaining membership list.
Helped set up and staff  EPX table @ St. Nick’s Italian Festival on Sunday, 10/4, where we had a total of 18 new-member signups, 3 of whom are attending this evening’s meeting.

Has been working on Art Auction.
Grants/Finance - B. Dougherty

EPX has been awarded Philadelphia Activities Grant of $3K, which will be used to pay for outdoor equipment (tent, PA system) for use at EPX spring fair.  
Has worked with PS Chair E. Landy on PECO grant to be used for “Lights on for Safety” promotion.
As usual, continues to seek other grant opportunities.  Morris and Passyunk has been transferred to East Passyunk Avenue BID for administration and oversight.
Public Safety/Town Watch (TW)- E. Landy  - Just a reminder that TW walks occur every Wednesday evening, 8 p.m., starting @ EPX office, 1940 South 13th Street and that we need stronger EPX member participation.

Zoning and Planning – M. Kalalian (MK) 

1)
2017-20 South 12th Street - The Zoning Board of Adjustment granted the use variance.  EPX would like to appeal the decision if a pro bono lawyer will agree to represent EPX.  The Planning Commission did not recommend the development based on an overuse of the property.

2)
Complaints re Businesses on Passyunk Ave. - EPX sent a memo to EPA BID Executive Director Ren(e Gillinger re:  

a)
Excessive noise created by music and exhaust fan @ Stogie Joe’s Bar.  EPABID’s response:  Stogie Joe’s has an entertainment license that allows music indoors; our response was that the volume is excessive and carries quite a distance, causing numerous complaints by surrounding neighbors.

b)
El Zarape’s disco parties on Saturday evenings after midnight.  EPABID’s response:  Will review permitting issues with El Zarape.

c)
Chiarella’s dispensing pizza-by-the-slide window w/out proper permit.  EPABID’s response:  Will review permitting issues with El Zarape.

3)
There are no presentations scheduled at this time for the October Zoning and Planning Committee meeting, which will be held Wednesday, 10/29/09, 7 pm, St. Agnes Continuing Care Center. 

At-Large Member Report(s):  None.

Old Business:

1)
Art Auction 

Friday, 11/6/09, Vikings Hall, 1815 South 11th Street.

6 to 7 pm:  viewing of art.  7 pm bidding.

Tickets:  $20 in advance/$25 @ the door.

Prosecco champagne to be provided by area Realtors.

Hors d’oeuvres to be donated by EPA restaurants

Art to be donated from Meta’s Art Center, Arts on the Avenue, and private donors.

2)
Alfonso Cavaliere

Sunday, 10/25/09, 4 pm, Neumann-Goretti Auditorium.

Tickets on sale via EPX - See J. Cardillo.  EPX earns $3 for each ticket sold.

3)
EPX Annual Holiday Giving Project

Committee:  M. Ruffino (chair), P. Pitt, J. Cardillo

MR has sent out letters to local supermarkets and big-box stores soliciting gift card donations.

EPX members are also encouraged to donate money or brand-new items.

EPX expects to receive $500 voucher from Phila. Corp. on Aging again this year redeemable for produce @ Iovino Brothers from which will be sorted, divided, bundled, and then distributed to EPX seniors.

PRESENTATION:  Harrowgate Boxing Club/Joey Giardello Statue Committee

Joey Giardello, Philadelphia's greatest middleweight boxer, will be immortalized with a life-sized statue of his likeness in his old South Philly stomping grounds.  The original bronze artwork by world-renowned artist Carl LeVotch will be installed on the triangle of EPA, South 13th and Mifflin Streets, just a block from where the legendary Passyunk Gym stood and two blocks from the former site of the Alhambra Fight Club, both of which were Giardello haunts during his legendary Hall of Fame career.

All are invited to the Giardello Statue Fundraising Dinner:

Sunday, 11/8/09, 3 to 7 pm

The Waterfall Room, 2015 S. Water Street, Philadelphia, PA

Tickets:  $50 - buffet dinner, open bar, 50/50, silent auction.

For more info, call:  John DiSanto @ 609.377.6413 or

Carmen Bartolommeo @ 215.468.6435.  

Or go to www.joeygiardello.net.

Or send an e-mail to giardellostatue@gmail.com.

To learn more about the history of boxing in Philadelphia, go to:  phillyboxinghistory.com.

New Business

1)
EPX Office Rent Increase - From $1 to $100/month.  Donations towards this new office expense would be greatly appreciated.  Anyone aware of alternative (less costly) space, please see any EPX board member.

2)
EPX Archives Project - Being overseen by Jenn Branks, who is also our new EPX website web master.  Jenn will be videotaping this evening attendee(s) willing to go on record about experience of living in our neighborhood.

Announcements - Al Schmidt, who is running as Republican candidate in Philadelphia City Controller race is in the audience tonight to meet and greet neighbors.  

(Disclaimer:  EPX does not endorse political candidates.)

Community Service Award Winners:

Pat Corteza

Jim Gabriele

Genelle Harriff

Adele and Warren Veith

Maripat Pileggi and Dudley Hilton

Adjournment:  J.F. Marino  moved that the EPX general meeting of 10/5/09 be adjourned; seconded by Nettie DiFlorio; motion carried unanimously, 8:13 p.m.

*   *   *
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