Draft - 11/2/09 EPX General Meeting Minutes 


DRAFT GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

EAST PASSYUNK CROSSING CIVIC ASSOCIATION and TOWN WATCH

Monday, 12/7/09, 7:00 pm 

St. Agnes Continuing Care Center, 1900 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA

*  *  *




Board Members Present:  




Darren Fava, Board Co-Chair




Joseph F. Marino,  Board Co-Chair




Roger Bruno, Co-Treasurer and Board Member At Large 




Josephine Cardillo,  Recording Secretary




Melody Damis, Corresponding Secretary




Beth Dougherty, Grants Committee Chair




Margaret Kalalian,  Zoning Chair




Edwin Landy, Public Safety Chair




Martha (Pat) Pitt,  Board Member At Large




Robert (Bob) Reilly, Board Member At Large




Millie Ruffino, Treasurer




Board Members Absent: 




Shawn Doyle, Board Member At Large




Christopher Johnson, Board Member At Large




Timothy Lidiak, Clean-and-Green Chair 




Kathy Migliarese, Marketing & Events/Membership Chair

Joseph F. Marino called meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.

Agenda Approval:  

Jo Cardillo moved that this evening’s EPX agenda be approved as submitted; seconded by Pat Pitt; motion carried unanimously.

November ‘09 Minutes Approval:  

Deferred to next month.
OFFICER REPORTS:

Co-Chair Report - Joseph F. Marino 

In addition to routine operation functions of EPX, such as web page updates, check-signing, and regular meetings with Co-Chair, Darren Fava, JFM had the following to report:

 1)
Sold over 70 EPX Art Auction tickets.

 2)
Secured A. Barr from US Census Bureau for this evening’s presentation.

 3)
Approval of art design by TruMark, EPA BID, etc. for Passyunk corridor mural.

 4)
Met with US Congressman Bob Brady’s aide.

 5)
Gave South Philly Review interview as CSPCAA chair re Tree-Vitalize planting 11/17 and attended planting.

 6)
Attended 11/8 Neumann-Goretti (N-G) planting; procured breakfast for volunteers.

 7) 
Secured cash donation for bagels from Alphabet Academy and in-kind coffee donation from Starbucks for CSPCAA tree-planting.

 8)
Secured St. Agnes auditorium for one last EPX GM meeting and secured temporary space @ N-G for January’s meeting.

 9)
Secured cash donations to pay Neumann-Goretti car lot attendant for Art Auction.

10)
Sold 30 tickets to Art Auction, so far.

Co-Chair Report - D. Fava - In addition to routine operation functions:

1)
Heavy workload @ N-G landscaping on Saturday, 11/8/09.

2)
EPA Gateway  

Directional signs still to be erected at site.

Will follow up w/Phila. Streets Dept., advising of need to redo handicap ramps.

3)
Recycling Rewards Program - To begin next May; will investigate how this can benefit EPX neighborhood.

Recording Secretary - J. Cardillo - In addition to routine recording secretary functions:

Did a multitude of Art Auction-related tasks.

Raked lawn adjacent to convent @ N-G landscaping day.

Helped @ tree-planting day.

Attended Marketing and Events Committee meeting.

Attended Zoning Committee meeting.

Worked with Charitable-Giving Committee for Thanksgiving project.

Corresponding Secretary - M. Damis - Had to reorder new EPX stationery; color needs to be reset.

Treasurer's Report – M. Ruffino 

Routine banking and accounts record-keeping:

Checkbook as of 11/30/09 - $5100 ($200 for awning, $500 for EPX Stories) 
Worked on Thanksgiving charity project.

Clean-and-Green (C&G)  (by Joseph F. Marino in T. Lidiak’s absence)  

Thanks to all EPX volunteers for N-G landscaping project participation.

23 trees planted within EPX last month.

Is working with BID on EPA greening via $26K PAF grant.

Scott Collings was introduced as new C&G committee chair effective Jan. ‘10.
Marketing & Events/Membership  (by Joseph F. Marino in K. Migliarese’s absence)

Committee is not meeting this month.
Next meeting is Wednesday, 1/20/10, 7 p.m., EPX officd
M&E To Do List:

-  Newsletter (for January release)


-  Design of new EPX t-shirt


-  Promotion of spring fair (Saturday, 5/8/10)

Grants/Finance - B. Dougherty

Next committee meeting is Thurs., 12/21/09, 7 pm, EPX
Per JFM:  PAF check due soon.
Public Safety/Town Watch (TW)- E. Landy   

Reminder that TW walks occur every Wednesday evening, 8 p.m., starting @ EPX office, 1940 South 13th Street and that we need stronger EPX member participation.

Has handouts on H1N1 (Swine flu).

Zoning and Planning – M. Kalalian 

1.
2027 South Ninth Street - An appeal was filed by Li Zhao, owner, with the Zoning Board of Adjustment to legalize the property as a duplex.  The property is zoned R10-A for a single-family residence.


The owner will make a presentation to the Zoning and Planning Committee at the 12/30/09 meeting, to take place at the Epiphany Cenacle House, 1144 Jackson Street, 7 p.m.  A ZBA hearing is scheduled for 1/12/09, 9:30 a.m.  Affected residents may appear before this hearing, 1515 Arch Street, 18th Floor.

2.
1711 Broad Street - An appeal was filed by 1711 Partners LP with the ZBA for the erection of two flat-wall awning signs accessory to a takeout restaurant on the first floor rear, and an existing retail grocery store with accessory sales of prepackaged food on the first floor front in the same buildingas a consulting office on the second floor.


EPX and South Broad Street Neighbors Association (SBSNA) requested a continuance of the hearing originally scheduled for 12/1/09.  SBSNA has scheduled to meet with the applicant, EPX, and the community at its next zoning meeting, Tuesday, 1/19/10, 7 p.m., Methodist Hospital Morgan Conference Center.


The ZBA hearing is now scheduled for 2/2/10, 9:30 p.m.  Affected residents may appear before the board at the hearing at 1515 Arch Street, 18th Floor.

3.
1941 East Passyunk Avenue - The Bottle Shop - A presentation was made at the 11/18/09 EPX Zoning Committee meeting for this proposed bottled-beer and food takeout business by Gena Montebello and Michele Aquino.  They plan to rent the first-floor space and basement from the property owner.  Takeout food and beverages are not permitted under the Passyunk Avenue Controls District Ordinance and, therefore, a use variance from the ZBA is required.


Ms. Montebello said she plans to purchase a linquor license from Stogie Joe’s, Ince. And is applying for a double transfer of Stogie Joe’s liquor license as the licensee and to t 1941 East Passyunk Avenue.


Subsequent to the 11/18/09 meeting, Ms. Montebello and Ms. Aquino reported that they have signed a lease agreement with the owner of 1941 E. Passyunk Ave.  The property was listed on the City of Philadelphia’s sheriff’s sale for 11/18, was then removed from the list, and is now listed for sheriff’s sale on 12/17/09.

Old Business:

1)
Art Auction 

96 tickets sold

67 attended

Sold 30 pieces of art

Intake:  $3,424.00

2)
Gateway Mural - JFM had input on design of mural for low wall in front of TruMark.  Will cost $25K.

3)
Holiday Giving - per MR - About $2K will have been spent on:

A)
Thanksgiving 

EPX worked with the Philadelphia Access Center (PAC) in putting together meals for 14 South Philly families.  PAC provided turkeys, EPX provided vegetables, bread, pies, and assembled and delivered packages.

EPX also donated money to St. John’s Church @ 13th and Tasker to help full their food cupboard.


B)
Christmas
Seven needy area families have been identified

Donations of goods and/or cash can be dropped off at the EPX office next Monday evening, 7 p.m.


EPX proudly donates over 10% of its operating budget to charity.
PRESENTATION:  U.S. Census 2010 - Arnold Barr, U.S. Census Bureau

Every year ending in 0 is a census year. 
Everyone should be counted so that an appropriate determination can be made of number of seats each state will have in the U.S. House of Representatives.  Moreover, $400 billion per year is distributed to organizations in grants based on census data.
Households, not individuals, receive forms.
Philadelphia is the 13th hardest-to-count municipality in the country, meaning we’re undercounted and under-represented; this could lead to us having one less seat in Congress in 2012.
Statistics:  56% of households return form; 44% do no respond.
Census form canNOT be done online.
Deadline to complete form:  4/1/10
There are only 10 questions on the form.
By law, the Census Bureau cannot share an individual’s responses with anyone, including other federal agencies and law-enforcement entities.
Social Security number is NOT solicited.
New Business

1.
Take 5, Get 5  - Take a 5-minute survey and EPX gets $5


For every survey completed, Generocity will give $5 to any tax-exempt 501(c)(3) charitable organization of your choice, INCLUDING EPX!    See hyperlink @ epcrossing.org.

2.
Greater Philadelphia Cares 14th Annual Coat Drive - Every year, thousands of men, women, and children in the Greater Philadelphia region live through the cold winter season without a coat to keep warm. You may help provide them with this basic necessity. This event is a reminder that there are thousands of people whose only holiday wish is a warm coat for their children, parents, or themselves. 


This is the third year that EPX will be involved in this drive.  Last year, we collected 60 coats.  


For more info., go to:  www.philacares.com/events/annualpages/coatdrive.htm
3.
New Meeting Space - As St. Agnes Continuing Care’s facilities will no longer be available for our meeting space, next month’s 1/4/10 general meeting will be held at the N-G library. 

Adjournment:  R. Bruno moved that tonight’s EPX general meeting be adjourned; seconded by Millie Ruffino; motion carried unanimously, 8:21 p.m.

*   *   *
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