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DRAFT GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

EAST PASSYUNK CROSSING CIVIC ASSOCIATION and TOWN WATCH

Monday, November 2, 2009, 7:00 pm 

St. Agnes Continuing Care Center, 1900 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA

*  *  *




Board Members Present:  




Darren Fava, Board Co-Chair




Joseph F. Marino,  Board Co-Chair




Roger Bruno, Co-Treasurer and Board Member At Large 




Josephine Cardillo,  Recording Secretary




Melody Damis, Corresponding Secretary




Shawn Doyle, Board Member At Large




Beth Dougherty, Grants Committee Chair




Margaret Kalalian,  Zoning Chair




Edwin Landy, Public Safety Chair




Timothy Lidiak, Clean-and-Green Chair 




Kathy Migliarese, Marketing & Events/Membership Chair




Martha (Pat) Pitt,  Board Member At Large




Robert (Bob) Reilly, Board Member At Large




Millie Ruffino, Treasurer




Board Members Absent: 




Christopher Johnson, Board Member At Large

Joseph F. Marino called meeting to order at 7:02 pm.

Agenda Approval:  

Barbara Triolo moved that the agenda of the EPX general meeting of 11/2/09 be approved as submitted; seconded by Rose Cimino; motion carried unanimously.

October ‘09 Minutes Approval:  

Melody Damis moved that the October ’09 general meeting minutes be approved as submitted, with corrections; seconded by Shawn Doyle; motion carried unanimously.

OFFICER REPORTS:

Co-Chair Report - Joseph F. Marino 

In addition to routine operation functions of EPX, such as web page updates, check-signing, and regular meetings with Co-Chair, Darren Fava, JFM had the following to report:

 1)
Secured nine restaurateurs for EPX Art Auction donations.

 2)
Secured donations from several local Realtors for Art Auction beverage donations. 

 3)
Attended several meetings for Neumann-Goretti DCED landscaping project.

 4)
Secured permission from TruMark CFO for Passyunk corridor mural.

 5)
Attended Alfonso Cavaliere Memorial Fund Concert.

 6)
Meetings with Zoning chair and local politicians re nuisance-bar issues.

 7) 
Chaired CSPCAA combined civic alliance meeting.

 8)
Meetings with Neumann-Goretti and EPX Stories chair Jenn Branks.

 9)
Secured cash donations to pay Neumann-Goretti car lot attendant for Art Auction.

10)
Sold 30 tickets to Art Auction, so far.

Co-Chair Report - D. Fava - In addition to routine operation functions:

Worked on planning for Neumann-Goretti landscaping project.

Worked on EPX newsletter

Chaired CSBS meeting; main topic of discussion was So. Broad St. improvement plan.

Worked on signage mockups for new E. Passyunk Ave. gateway.

Recording Secretary - J. Cardillo - In addition to routine recording secretary functions:

Attended Alfonse Cavaliere Memorial Fund Concert.

Attended Marketing & Events Committee meeting.

Corresponding Secretary - M. Damis 

Did Art Auction-related tasks.

Procured new EPX letterhead. 

Treasurer's Report – M. Ruffino 

Routine banking and accounts record-keeping:

Check book balance as of 10/31/09:  $22,059.33 

Also worked on Thanksgiving charity project, seeking donors and donees.

Clean-and-Green (C&G) – T. Lidiak  

1.
Tree Planting  



Saturday, 11/21/09, 8:30 to noon

Meet @ South Philly High parking lot

32 to be planted in our neighborhood.

Would like at least 20 volunteers.

2.
DCED Grant for Neumann-Goretti Landscaping

Working w/landscape architect Mike LaForno.
Area of fencing on 10th St. side will be recessed to create small pocket park.
Annuals and perennials will be added.
Pruning, weeding, trimming, raking.
Members of N-G Student Green Club will assist.
Would like EPX volunteers.
3.
$26K PAF Grant for Greening of E. Passyunk Ave.

Planters to be added @ six intersections along the avenue.

Will prune trees and do weeding.

Gardner to be hired to maintain.

Bike racks will be added.

Marketing and Events/Membership – K. Migliarese

Has been working on newsletter; expects completion within two weeks.
Has been maintaining membership list.
Has been working on Art Auction.
Will hold a contest for best new EPX t-shirt design after 1st of year.
Grants/Finance - B. Dougherty

Has been working with Town Watch Chair E. Landy on PECO Grant application.
Will attend free webinar on researching public funding opportunities.
Will look into status of Watkins Drinkery plans.
Public Safety/Town Watch (TW)- E. Landy   

Reminder that TW walks occur every Wednesday evening, 8 p.m., starting @ EPX office, 1940 South 13th Street and that we need stronger EPX member participation.

Next Public Safety meeting is Monday, 11/6/09, 8 pm, EPX office; Rite Aid rep. will be guest - H1N1 (Swine flu) discussion

Zoning and Planning – M. Kalalian 

1.
Zoning Code Commission (ZCC) - Conducted a meeting on Tuesday, 10/27/09, at the Phila. High School for Creative and Performing Arts, 901 S. Broad St., 6-8 p.m.  Chair Eva Gladstein made a brief PowerPoint presentation of the draft recommendations for the zoning code reform.


The Center City Residents Association, Logan Square Neighbors Association, Society Hill Civic Association, South of South Neighborhood Association, and Washington Square West Association identified the following provisions of the Commission’s draft recommendations that will impact city and community groups.

Improved participation of community groups

Design review committee

Administrative variance review

Minimizing incidence of variances

Zoning category consolidation

Mixed-use category consolidation

Overlay district consolidation

Form based controls

Neighborhood conservation districts

Examination of bonus provisions

Citizen planning institute

Technology suggestions

Topics omitted 


Pending board approval, EPX has joined the coalition of civics to improve the participation of community groups in the zoning code reform process.  Initially, the coalition plans to:  1) establish relationships with members of the ZCC; 2) present its message to ZCC Chair Gladstein and member Peter Kelsen; 3) request time for a coalition presentation @ the 11/18/04 ZCC meeting, and; 4) contact the media at an appropriate time about zoning code reform issues.


The coalition plans to create a website, “Neighborhoods Matter,” and will be asking member civics to provide funds toward the cost of the website, which is expected to be nominal.  Member civics are also requested to put a “badge” on their website that will link to the coalition website.  A cover page has been developed with logos from the current member groups, including a map showing the areas and boundaries of the various civics.


A coalition meeting is scheduled for 11/12/09, 8:30 p.m., at the office of Steve Huntington, Esquire, of the Center City Residents Association.

2.
2017-21 South 12th Street - The developer does not appear to be constructing the townhouses for which he petitioned the Zoning Board of Adjustment for a use variance.  It is more likely that the subdivided lots are going to be stores on the first floors and apartments above.  The property is zoned C-2, which permits such use by right.

3.
Stogie Joe’s - The proprietor informally approached two residents of the 1200 block of Moore Street last week and indicated that the noise from the bar will no longer be a problem.  However, it is unclear what that statement means.  Noise has been an issue since the opening of this business due to loud live and amplified music in the public right of way that can be heard by area residents in their homes.  The owner also indicated that he will seek a permit for outdoor tables.


EPX has referred complaints it has received over the last several months to the EPA BID for resolution.  The problem has persisted, and individual neighbors have filed numerous 9-1-1 and 3-1-1 complaints, a Nuisance Task Force complaint, and a Liquor Enforcement complaint.  EPX has informally been in contact with the EPA BID in working with the residential community to interact with the various stakeholders and official sto resolve this matter.  It is hoped that an amicable and voluntary resolution will be reached.

4.
1941 East Passyunk Avenue - The Bottle Shop - Michele Aquino and Gena Montebello are interested in opening a 30-seat restaurant featuring micro beers @ this site.  The are negotiating a lease agreement with the owner.  EPX has agreed to conduct a community meeting at its 11/18/09 Zoning and Planning Committee meeting to review plans.  We will follow up to confirm that the lease will be executed prior to distribution of meeting notices to nearby residents.

5.
Next Zoning and Planning Meeting:  Weds., 11/18/09, 7 p.m., St. Agnes

At-Large Board Member Reports
Bob Reilly reported that he has procured food donations from Key’s Pizza and a glass sculpture for the Art Auction.

Old Business:

1)
Art Auction 

Friday, 11/6/09, Vikings Hall, 1815 South 11th Street.

6 to 7 pm:  viewing of art.  7 pm bidding.

Tickets:  $20 in advance/$25 @ the door.

Prosecco champagne to be provided by area Realtors.

Hors d’oeuvres to be donated by EPA restaurants

Art to be donated from Meta’s Art Center, Arts on the Avenue, and private donors.

JFM acknowledged and thanked board members for following:


- MD, JC, MK for bid sheets, auction booklet


- SD, BD for provision of beer


- MR for provision of Prosecco


- KM for procuring and prepping Vikings Hall


- DF for getting artwork from Met’s

2)
Alfonso Cavaliere

Sunday, 10/25/09, 4 pm, Neumann-Goretti Auditorium.

Tickets on sale via EPX - See J. Cardillo.  EPX earns $3 for each ticket sold.

3)
EPX Annual Holiday Giving Project

Committee:  M. Ruffino (chair), P. Pitt, J. Cardillo

MR has sent out letters to local supermarkets and big-box stores soliciting gift card donations.

EPX members are also encouraged to donate money and/or brand-new items.
EPX proudly gives over 10% of its operating budget to charity.
PRESENTATION:  Visit from State Senator Larry Farnese

Noted his one year anniversary in office - 11/3/09.
Brought Low-Income Home Emergency Assistance Program (LIHEAP) applications for distribution to elderly in need of assistance in payment of heating bills.  For more info., visit:  www.dpw.state.pa.us/servicesprogramps/liheap/
As part of statewide pension reform, the state legislature is working on legislation for elimination of City’s DROP (Deferred Retirement Option Program) going forward.  
Mentioned Senate Bill 711, which would make numerous changes to the law regulating casinos in Pennsylvania. It would reestablish the prohibition on political campaign contributions by individuals and entities subject to the Gaming Act, bar outside employment by members of the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board (PGCB), and extend the ban on felons receiving gaming licenses.

During state budget crisis, talk of creating arts/cultural events tax; that consideration is now off the table.
Reminded attendees his office can be contacted regarding constituent services @ 215.952.3121  or www.senatorfarnese.com/ 

New Business

1.
EPA BID Update - New businesses along the Avenue.

Metro Men’s Clothing Store - 1600 block

Blush Beauty Bar - 1700 block

Drycleaner - Passyunk and Reed

Inner Flirt - 1800 block

Green Aisle Grocery - 1600 block

Bella’s Baby Boutique - 1800 block

Capogiro’s (1600 block) will be closed for the winter

Comic book store (1600 block) temporarily closed for renovations

EPA to begin holding “2nd Saturday” events wherein shops will stay open later.

For more info., go to:  http://www.visiteastpassyunk.com/
2.
New Board Member Election 

Chris Johnson, Tim Lidiak, and Bob Reilly will be stepping down from the board, and running in their place are:  Scott Collings, Alice Gonglewski, and Barbara Triolo.

Acclimation of above nominees was unanimous, per Election s Chair Maripat Pileggi.

Announcements 

General member Timothy Eide was acknowledged and thanked for his continuing and generous monetary support of EPX.

Michael W. Untermeyer, who is running for City Controller’s office is present and would like to meet and greet meeting attendees @ social hour this evening.  Disclaimer:  EPX is a nonpolitical entity and, as such, does not endorse political candidates.

Adjournment:  Adele Veith moved that the EPX general meeting of 11/2/09 be adjourned; seconded by Pat Pitt; motion carried unanimously, 8:05 p.m.

*   *   *
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