Draft - 1/4/10 EPX General Meeting Minutes 


DRAFT GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

EAST PASSYUNK CROSSING CIVIC ASSOCIATION and TOWN WATCH

Monday, 1/4/10, 7:00 pm 

Neumann-Goretti High School, 1736 So. 10th Street, Philadelphia, PA

*  *  *




Board Members Present:  




Darren Fava, Board Co-Chair




Joseph F. Marino,  Board Co-Chair




Roger Bruno, Co-Treasurer and Board Member At Large 




Josephine Cardillo,  Recording Secretary




Scott Collings, Clean-and-Green Chair




Melody Damis, Corresponding Secretary




Shawn Doyle, Board Member At Large




Alice Gonglewski, Board Member At Large




Edwin Landy, Public Safety Chair




Kathy Migliarese, Marketing & Events/Membership Chair




Martha (Pat) Pitt,  Board Member At Large




Millie Ruffino, Treasurer




Barbara Triolo, Board Member At Large




Board Members Absent: 




Beth Dougherty, Grants Committee Chair




Margaret Kalalian,  Zoning Chair

Joseph F. Marino (JFM) called meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. and reminded attendees that EPX will no longer have access to meeting space @ St. Agnes Continuing Care, as their auditorium is being converted to office space.  JFM asked for leads in other possible meeting venues.  EPX will continue to meet at N-G for the time being.

Agenda Approval:  

Rose Cimino moved that this evening’s EPX agenda be approved as submitted; seconded by Marie Brescia; motion carried unanimously.

November  and  December ‘09 Minutes Approval:  

Melody Damis moved that the 11/09 and 12/09 EPX general meeting minutes be approved as submitted; seconded by Alice Gonglewski; motion carried unanimously.

OFFICER REPORTS:
Co-Chair Report - Joseph F. Marino 

In addition to routine operation functions of EPX, such as web page updates, check-signing, and regular meetings with Co-Chair, Darren Fava, JFM had the following to report:

 1)
Present for distribution of annual Christmas charitable giving.

 2)
Secured D-C Royal from US Census Bureau Recruitment Office for this evening’s presentation.

 3)
Attended Friends of Free Library South Philly branch meeting and scheduled presentation at CSPCCA.

 4)
Met with Debra A. Barol, Eastern PA Regional Coordinator to PA Senate Democratic Leader.

 5)
Efforts to support Public Safety Committee in annual coat drive.

 6)
Attended South Philly Green tree-recycling meeting.

 7) 
Attended transition meeting for new C&G chair. 

 8)
Attended both EPX board and LoMo holiday events.

 9)
Had conversations w/N-G re meeting space and EPX participation in their 1/29/10 Renaissance Fair, which will be open to the public.  See epcrossing.org for details.

10)
Met with BID Exec. Dir. and BID Board Chair re holding EPXtravaganza on East Passyunk Avenue this spring.

Co-Chair Report - D. Fava - In addition to routine operation functions:

Attended many of the same above events cited by Co-Chair JFM.

Attended meeting re EPA gateway signage; seven to be erected; should be installed by end of February.

Was present for distribution of EPX holiday gift baskets.

Attended transition meeting for new C&G Chair.

Recording Secretary - J. Cardillo - In addition to routine recording secretary functions:

Was present for distribution of EPX holiday gift baskets.

Attended transition meeting for new C&G Chair.

Collected three coats for annual coat drive.

Attended EPX board holiday party.

Corresponding Secretary - M. Damis - Nothing to report.

Treasurer's Report – M. Ruffino 

Routine banking and accounts record-keeping:

Checkbook as of 12/31/09 - $2,570.34  ($200 for office awning, $500 for EPX Stories) 
Grants account balance - $300

Spearheaded holiday charitable project.

Clean-and-Green (C&G)  - S. Collings (SC)  

1.
Committee in transition; SC replacing T. Lidiak as chair effective this month.

2.
Attended South Philly tree-recycling meeting.  Xmas trees to be discarded can be dropped off this Saturday, 1/9/10, 9 a.m., Columbus Square Park, 12th and Reed.  The trees will be chipped up and donated to the parks across the city.

3.
Working with Grants Chair B. Dougherty on app. for Hardy Plant Society grant worth up to $500.

4.
No EPX cleanups are scheduled for January and February.  Will work with other area civics on planning Snyder Avenue cleanup.

5.
Next C&G meeting:  Monday, 1/18/10, EPX Office, 7 p.m.  

6.
Feel free to e-mail SC via epcrossing.org with any questions or suggestions.

Marketing & Events/Membership  (by Joseph F. Marino in K. Migliarese’s absence)

33 attendees this evening.
Two new-member signups:  Angela Martello and Toni Nazzario, both of 1100 block of South Eighth Street.
Next meeting is Monday, 1/25/10, 7 p.m., EPX office
Grants/Finance - (by Joseph F. Marino in B. Dougherty’s absence)

$3K PAF check arrived; will be spent on public address system and outdoor tents with EPX logo for use in fundraiser events.
BD and Public Safety Chair Edwin Landy will have PECO grant application ready for perusal of EPX board at this month’s meeting.
Volunteers were solicited for G/F committee, especially anyone with accounting, bookkeeping background.
Public Safety/Town Watch (TW)- E. Landy   

EL has been working with BD on PECO grant application.  Proceeds would be used for a program to enhance public awareness of keeping outdoor lights on for safety.  Door hangers and energy-efficient light bulbs to be distributed.

Reminder that TW walks occur every Wednesday evening, 8 p.m., starting @ EPX office, 1940 South 13th Street and that we need stronger EPX member participation.

Next TW meeting:  Monday, 1/18/10, 8 pm, EPX Office, 1940 South 13th Street.

Zoning and Planning – (Joseph F. Marino in M. Kalalian’s absence) 

The committee reviewed and voted on the following recommendations to the board for approval.  

1.
2027 South Ninth Street - Oppose appeal for legalization of duplex.  ZBA Hearing scheduled for 1/12/10.

2.
910 Snyder Avenue - Request continuance and conduct community meeting with property owner.  ZBA Hearing scheduled for 1/13/10.

3.
1129 McKean Street
 - Support appeal for legalization of beauty salon and two apartments.  ZBA Hearing scheduled for 2/2/10.

At-Large Member Reports - None.

Old Business:

1.
Greater Philadelphia Cares 14th Annual Coat Drive - Anyone with clean and gently-used (or new) coats for donation can drop them off at the EPX office, 1940 South 13th Street, on Monday, 1/11/10, 7 to 8:30 pm, or Monday, 1/18/10, 7 to 8:30 pm.



For more info., go to:  www.philacares.com/events/annualpages/coatdrive.htm

2.
EPX General Meeting Space - JFM again announced that we are seeking a new venue for our general meetings in lieu of the no-longer-available St. Agnes facilities.

3)
Holiday Giving - per M. Ruffino and Joseph F. Marino

EPX members were very generous this year.  Thanks to everyone for personal donations and participation in EPX fundraising events, which helped us:

Provide full Thanksgiving meals for 14 South Philly families.

Donate money to St. John’s Baptist Church, @ 13th and Tasker, to help stock their food bank.

Buy fruit baskets, plus purchase gift cards for Target, Toys-R-US, and CVS for seven needy South Philly families.  Blankets, scarves, and gloves were also included in the packages.

Total EPX holiday giveaway this year:  $2,755.

Over $3300 in total charitable giving as of year end.


EPX proudly donates over 10% of its operating budget to charity.

PRESENTATION:  2010 Phila. US Census Job Openings - D.C. Royal, Recruiting Asst.  


Job Hunt Checklist:

Good pay ($17.75 per hour)
Close to home.
Flexible Hours (evenings and weekends included)
Paid Training
Thousands of census-takers are needed in South Philadelphia.  Job involves going door-to-door, getting residents to fill out census form.
Census Day this year is April 1, 2010; questionnaires will be mailed in March.
Applicants must be at least 18 years of age and must take basic skills test.   
Assignments are 4 to 10 weeks, 20-40 hours a week.
For more info, go to:  www.2010censusjobs.gov or call 267-207-2230
New Business -EPX Spring Fair

Saturday, 5/8/10 (Saturday before Mother’s Day)

Will be held this year in municipal parking lot, 1600 block of E. Passyunk Ave.

A portion of profits will be donated to Neumann-Goretti.

Planning will start at next Marketing and Events Committee meeting, Monday, 1/25/10, 7 pm.

Adjournment:  M. Damis moved that tonight’s EPX general meeting be adjourned; seconded by Shawn Doyle; motion carried unanimously, 7:59 pm.

*   *   *
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